
·t !lrmers' orum, ndil! 

KRISHAK SAMACHAR 
Vol. 1 APRIL-MAY 1957 Nos. 1 & 2 

INAUGURATION OF THE COMMODITY COMMl1TE£ S 

OF THE FORUM 

Shri A. P. J ain, Food and Agricul­
ture Minister of the Government of 
India, inaugurated the Commodity 
Committees of t.he F armers' Forum, 
India on March 20, 1957 at Talkatora 
Gardens in New Delhi, on the oc,·asion 
of the Third National Convention of 
Farmers. 

Welcoming Shri A. P . Jain, Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh, Union Minister for 
Agriculture and Prf)sident of the Far­
mers' Forum, Inrlia said that even at 
the very first meeting which was held 
in Srinagar, a proposal was I! ccepted 
that the organisation should frame 
certain panels on various subjects. 

Shri A. P . Jain inaugurat.ing the Commodity Committees of the Forum . . 

He said that it was decided that these 
commitpees should be started as a 
part of the Farmers' Forum. He 
p ointed out that the name 'Commodity 
Committees' may have to be changed 
to 'Crop Committees', in view of the 
fact that the Government's committees 
were also known as Commodity Com­
mittees. Thus, if they adopted the 
same name there was apt to be some 
confusion which they would like to 
avoid. 

Dr. D~shmukh explained that ele­
ven crop committees had been formed 
for 'lleven commodities which are as 
follows : 

l. Sugarcane. 
2. Cotton. 
3. Jute and other Fibres. 
4. Tobacco. 
5. Coconut and Plantation Crops. 
6. Cereals and Pulses. 
7. 0 Jls':leds. 
8. Fruits and Vegetables. 
9. Cooperation and Marketing. 

10. Milk and Dairying. 
11. Animal Husbandry. 

The twelfth committee would be 
dealing with plant protection measures. 

H e said that, it was their aim 
that there should be closest possible 
co-ordination between the Committees 
of the Farmers' Forum and the Govern­
ment's Commodity Committees. 

H e said that each one of the crops, 
which it had been proposed to deal 
with, had its special problems. Every 
crop had certain problems and require­
ments which were common, such as 
good and improved seed, manure and 
fertilisers, irrigation and proper di­
rection from the experts. But apart 
from these common features appli­
cable to every crop, there were also 

a number of special problems which 



the growers of par ticular crops alone 
had to face. Every crop, for instance, 
had its own pests and diseases. 
Every crop had its own difficultieS 
and probems of marketing. Every 
crop was dealt with differently from 
another by Government so far as im­
port, export, and price policies 
were concerned. It was. therefore 
necessary that these, separate but 
important issues be considered crcp­
wise. And for a vast country like 
India it may be necessary, at a later 
stage, even to divide these Crop Com­
mittePs region wise. 

H e said that the Committees would 
also help carry to the maximum possi­
ble number of growers the message and 
knowledge of the vnr1011S campaigns 
for better pr0duction of these ccm­
modities initiated and launch<'d by 
the Governmer.t through itc;; Commo­
dity Committees, Publicity Or­
ganisations, the National Extension 
Blocks etc. 

Inaugurating the Commodity 
Committees of the Forum Shri A. P. 
J ain urged the farming community of 
the country to ccme forward r.nd ph•y 
their vital role for the surces&ful im­
plementation of the Second lfivc Year 
Plan, through iPcrensed agricult uml 
production. Unless the agncuJt.u­
rists took a lead, the success of the 
Second Plan, which had just completed 
its first year would be handicapped. 

Shri J ain said that the responsibi­
lities of the. farmers had grown much 
and an important place had been ~· iYen 
to agriculture in the Sec nd Plan. 
Until the farmers did not realize their 
resp onsibility agricultural prcch<c­
tion could not increase. It was th e 
duty of every farmer to realize that 
in the advancement of the country 
lay his r:rosperity. 

Referring to the Commodity Com­
mittees of the Farmers' Fon m, India, 
he said, that Commcd,t.y Ct.mmiticcs 
of the Government wouM \\ u k in 
close co-operation, with these s< t t. p 
by the F orum. 

AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL · 
INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION 

The F armers' F orum, India had 
organi;;cd an AgricultLJral and Rural 
Industric& Exhibition alongwith the 
Third N,ttional Convention of F ar­
mflrs in the Talkatora Gardens at 
~ew Delhi. The Exhibition was 
held from March 20 to 25 and was 
visited by farmers, agricultura l ex­
perts and local people who were 
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mtcrested in the advancement of Indian 
Agriculture and Rural Industries. 

The following institutions, State 
Governments and Agricultural firms 
particip:-ttcd in the Exhibition. 

Indian Central Jute Committee; 
Indian Central Coconut Committee: 
I ndian Central Areca nut C mmittee; 
Indian Central Oilseeds Committee; 
Indian Central Lae Re~earch Instttute, 
State Departments of Agriculture of 
Andhra, Onssa, Rajasthan, K erala, 
Hima.·ha l PradPsh, P unjab, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pr11desh; Teoh­
nical Cu-operation Micsion of U. S. A.; 
Directorate of Ad \·ertisement and 
Visual Publicity of the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting; Indian 
( ouncil of Agricultural Research ; 
Indian Agricultural R e8earch In~ti tu­
te: Indian Veterinary Research Ins­
titute, Izzatnagar; Central Food Tech­
nological Research Institute, Mysore. 

The All Indta Khadi and Vtllage In­
rlustries Board had a1so put up a 
stail in the Exhtbiticm. The dealers 
in Agricultural got:d-s and appliancPs 
were Messrs PeRtonjee P . Pocha & 
Sons of Poona, United Pro,·inces 
Commprcial Ct1rporation, Good Earth 
Company, Escort~ (Agt'nts ) Limited , 
Raghunath Rros., Dass Motors 
L im1tcd, VoltaR Limited. Ghau.iabad 
Engineering Company and Goldstein 
Enginer·ring Com jJany. 

The Ha'mdard Da" ·a khana (Trust) 
Delhi . Assoeiated Cement Company 
and Mot.i Mahal Restanrant also 
parti eipated in the exhibitioll . 

FARMERS AT RASHTRAPATI 
BHAVAN 

Nearly 2,000 farmers w0nt to the 
Ra&htr:1 pat.i Bhavan on March 22, 
1957 to an at hcrne giYen by the Pre­
sident, Dr. R ajcndra Prasad. 

Adtlresf>ing the far)mcrs Dr. R ajendra 
Prasr.d said that his message to ;_.hem 
~~as t0 si f-P up agricu itural p:-oduc ~ivn . 
He !lskcri thFm to take t.ha,t, me~sage to 
their villrges. The President ,gaid 
that he waR always happy to see farm­
ers, who had the unique honour of 
serving the count,·y. H P- said that 

SEMINAR ON ''ROLE OF 
FARMERS ORGANISATION JN 

AGRICULTURAL & COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA" 

The Semin•tr on the " R olr.l of Far­
mers Organisation and Community 
Development in India" was inaugu­
rated by Prime Minister Shri J awahar­
lal Nehru on March 22, 11:157 in Tal­
katora Gardens, New Delhi. 

Welcoming the Prime Minister Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. P. S. Des~1mukh 
said that the subject of the Seminar 
had been selected delibrately so t.hat it 
could be possible to obtain the views of 
no~ only of the more intelligent farmers 
but alsa of ·.;he htghest experts in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Community Development, 
but also of the Develupm0nt Com­
missioners and Directors of Agricul­
ture in the various States. He ex­
pressPd the hope that. the cliscusst(,n in 
the Seminar shall be of a sufficient!y 
high order, would threw srffi.cicnt light 
to mould the activities of the Farmers' 
Forum in a way which may be most 
<·onduei ve to the interest of the farmers 
;:11d the advancement of agriculture 
in our country. 

He said that India still importetl 
certain amount Df foodgrains from 
foreign countries. This was not 
very encouraging and the farmers of 
India who have been entrustEd with 
the important responsibility of feeding 
the nation have to pause for a "hile 
and thmk how they can h lp in 
increasing the targets of agricultural 
pro~uction . 

Inaugurating the Seminar Prime 
Minister Shri Nehru extended his 
hearty greetings for the N Pw Yrar 
wh10h according to the new calendar 
began on Friday. H e said 
many people perhaps did not know 
that it wai' a very auspirious day. 
In India there are different calendars 
in different parts of •·he land. H e 
said, ''You a·n know • hat we want to 
develop and strengthen our unity . 
We should strive as far as pos!'.ihl,, to 
bnng uniformity in our methods of 
work". 

Indi,, 'l1V•~d in villages and a.lthuugb Expressing his extreme dil'lsatis­
stress was given t•> industdal deve- faction -with the tood production targe1. 
lorment, agriculture was .>till the ~et, for the Second Plan per1od, Shri 
mcst important factor in the national Nehru said it was much too modest, 
ee nomy. H e assured the farmers and it should have been still higher. 
that the Government would give full He ridiculed the idea of depenclmg 
cooperation in providing them go~!f merely on financial allocation for thr:. 
seed, technical '·knew-how", auequ,ate execution of plans and to achieve 
water srpply and other ameruties target" and said "By blout.: anci sweat, 
to help them in their task. -- we t<hall a<:ltieve them''. 
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurating the Seminar on the "Role of Farmers' Organization in Agricultural 
and Community Development in India" 

Like a weighing scale, Shri Nehru 
said, thP. progress in industrial and 
agricultur;t] sectors had to be balanced 
for the achievement of an integrated 
economy. Without industry the 
{)Ountry would r f'main backward, but 
the primary nf'ed wa:-; in the a!,Sricul­
tural field . Industry alone roould no~ 
deliver the goods, Shri Nehru added. 

The Prime Minister stressed the 
need for taking to co-op erative 
methvrls in agriculture and said progress 
{)an only be made through real coope­
ratives in every branch of agr;culture. 
He said that the role of Communitv 
Projects and other development blocks 
was to inculcate a sense of responRi­
bility, init-iative an<l dr;vP. among the 
village community. Already 2,20,000 
village!> embracing a population of 
about 13 crores were benefiting from 
them. 

Al'RIL-MA Y ·1957 

THIRD MEETING OF THE ALL 
INDIA FARMERS' COUNCIL 

The All India F n,rmers' Council 
held its third meeting on March 24, 
1957 in the Talkatora Gardens, New 
Delhi. 124 members of thE! Council 
and all delegates and visitor delegates 
to the National Convention of Farmers 
wer0. present. 

In a brief speech Dr. P. S. De8hmukh 
welcomed Shri V. T. Krishnamachari. 
He said that the first meeting of the 
Council was ina ngurat.f'd by Sitri 
Jawaharlal Nehru. A S3minar was 
held in the second meeting which 
was attended by the Agricultural 
Ministf rs of the various States. The 
aim of the Cc1.:ncil was to discuss the 
problems of cultivators and to find 
their solutions. The Forum wan•ed 
to establish such councils, in a ll the 

States, to study the lesser important 
problems o; ;,heir particular areas. 

He said that if the farmers had to 
1i ve and progress then they had to 
study their problems and find out 
their correct solutions. 

Inaugurat ing the meeting of the 
Council Shri V. T. Krishnamachari, 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Cnmmission Sitid that an increaseJof 
40 per cent in food production was 
absolutely essential for the success 
of the Plan. If that was not achieved 
they would not be able to remedy the 
anomalous situat-ion created by the 
fact that agriculture, from which 80 
per cent of the population derived its 
income, contributed less than 50 per­
cent of the total national income. If 
thf' ineome from agriculture was to 
be increased, the per capita income of 
t he iarmer must increase. If they 

3 



implemented the Plan successfully, 
at l~ast 80 per cent income would come 
from agriculture. The basic issue 
before the country was, therefore, the 
increa e in agricultural· production. 

He said that the World Bank 
Mission which had toured the country 
recently, had said that with the re­
sources available at present, it was 
possible to increase tho food produc­
tion at least three times. 

The All India Farmers' Council 
passed seven resolutions. One of the 
r•)solutions says th::.tt the Governing 
Body of tht: Forum ~hould make 
every effort to organise an Interna­
tional Agricultural Exhibition. 

THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION 
OF FARMERS 

The Third National Convention 
of Farmers waP. held on Sunday, March 
24, 1957 m the ga ily decorated main 
pandal of the Convent.ion Camp, ilJ 
the picturesque surroundin.crs of the 
Talkatora Gardem<, New Delhi. 
Attended by nearly 2,000 farmer , agri ­
cultural experts anu othe1 s interested 
in agriculture and the farmer's udvan­
ccment, it. was inaugurated by Ahri 
U. N. Dhebu.r, President of the Indian 
National Crmgress. 

Welcoming Shri U. N. Dhebar, 
Dr. P. S. De!lhmukh, Union Minister 
for Agnculture and the President of 
the :Farmers' Forum, India aid that 
the Third National Convention of 
Farmen was being held under t.be 
auspicPs of thfl Farmers' Forum, India. 
The first Convention of the Ft'rum was 
inaugurated l>y Prime Minister Sbri 
J awaharbl Nehru and the Second 
Convention was addresr,;ed by the Pre­
si<lent Dr. Rajendra Prasad. It was 
a matter of great pleasure that Shli 
U. N . Dhebar had come to inaugurate 
the Thi;d Convention. 

Givi•1g a brief account of the Fon1m '" 
aims and activities Dr. Deshmukh 
said that the Farmers' Forum was an 
organisation of farmers. Farmrrs' 
F orum h'l.d been established at State 
levels in all the States of the Union, 
although it had not reached the 
villages yet . In several States, District 
level Farmers' Forum had been es­
tablished. State and District l ev 1 
Conventions aml Seminars of Forum 
had been held in almost all the State~ 
and districts of India. 

" The rural youths of the country 
also should be organised, so that the 
<:o untry and the farmere, both, could 
benefit. H aving this in view the 
Young Farmers' Association, India 

had been established. Similarly 
to organiee the farm-woman, the 
Bbartiya Gramin Mahila Sangh bad 
been erganised, which was holding ita 
Second Conventian this time," he said. 

Shri U. N. Dhebar, President of 
the Indian National Congre£s, in­
augurating the Convention said that 
agricu lture was the backbone of 
Indian E conomy. For the last 150 
years people had forgotten their 
responsibility towards the farmers. 
Their condition had progressively de· 
t eriorated although the economy of 
the country solely rested on them. 
Farming provided bread to nearly 
60-70 per cent of the people. H e 
said that the farmer was, today and 
would be t.omorrow, the keystone of 
Inllia 's social system. 

He said that today India's ropu­
iation was 30 crorcs and wa'l increas­
ing at a rate of 50 lakh per annum. 
Therr.fore it was necessary to increase 
the food production accordingly, that 
~ould only materialize when the 
farmers got the cooperation of 
the Government. 
He appealed that the Lallk of achieving 

increase in food production under the 
S.3condFiveYear Plan should be treated 
on an emergency basis. Shri Dhebar 
described the farmers as the "front: 
line" in the fight for the success ·Jf 
the Plan and said administrators, public 
workers and the whole societv should 
see to it thai; farJners get all assistance 
thev needed and that no hurdles 
rerri'ained in their way. The f.1rmer 
must be given every help to stand 
on his own legs and sot:iety should 
treat him with all respect and honour. 
For, if the farmer was weak t.he 
country would never gain strength . 

He said that the recent general 
elections had shown that there was 
political equality in the country. 
Similarly, there should be social and 
economic equality. In a socialist State 
farmers and other workers 1:1hould have 
a place of honour and equal status 
with others. 

Farmers, he said, should take interest 
not only in production from their 
fields, but also in afforestation of hills, 
erosion of soil, flocrl control, animal 
husbandry and such other matters 
whirh vitally a~fectecl agricu lture. 

MEETING OF THE GOVERNING 
BODY 

The eighth me?t.mg of the Gover:~­
ing Body of the Forum was held on 
March 25, 1951: in Taikat:ora Gardens, 
New Delhi. Dr. P. S. Deshmukh, Pre­
sident of the Forum, was in the Chair. 

The meeting decided to f'St!l blish 
a Marketing and a Commodity Divi­
sion in the Central Office ot the Far­
mers' Forum, India. The Governing 
Bodj set a target of 3,000 life mem­
bers i. e., 10 per district. and decided 
that it should be achieved within the 
duration of the current yeR.r. The 
meetmg al'lo considered and approved 
the resolutions rPcommended by the 
A!l Ind1a Farmers' Council and de­
ciderl to implement t.hem. 

The Governing Body discussed 
about th<> holuiPg of the All Ind1a 
Cattle Show, Poultry Show, Flower 
Show, Citrus snow and Fruit Show· 
alongw!th the International Agricul­
tural Exhibition. It was decided. 
1 hat the P res1cient may appoint a 
Committee to initiate this work. 

FARMERS VISIT 
BHAKRA- NANGAL 

Seven hundred farmer delegates­
representing· a cross section of the 
agricultural community of the country 
who attended the Third Convention at 
New Delhi, went on a tour of Patiala 
and B hakra-N angal in a special train 
on March 25, 1957. This was the big­
gest single batch of persons ever to. 
see the Bhakra Dam at one time. 

At Patiala the farmers were enter~ 
tained by the Maharaja of Patiala and 
visited the Babadurgarb Farm, one ox 
the largest and most well equipped 
farms in India. 

The farmers also visited 78,000 acre­
Samara reclamation project. 

FARMERS' DAY 

Farmers' Day was celebrated 
on April 3, in village Ranbirpura in 
Patiala District of Panjab with great 
eclat. Shri Gurpartap Singh, Block 
Development Officer, Patiala, presided. 

H e explained at length about the· 
Farmers' Forum programme and said 
that all farmers should take a pledge 
of producing maiXimum yield, only 
then the food problem of India can 
be solved. 

Shri J agjit Singh Mann in a 
brief speech exhorted farmers to 
become members of this non-political 
organisation and help in advancing 
the cause of Indian agriculture. He 
further said that this was the only orga­
nisation which could voice the griev­
ances of farmers. 

P eople, who attended the meeting 
in large numbers took a pledge to 
produce more by adopting new 
methods of cultivation and by the 
use ~f better seeds and manures. 
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e?/oun?' ~~»-1/fMld­
YOUNG FARMERS' TRAINING 

PROGRAMME 

A training programme of the Young 
Farmers' Association, Ind ia, was in­
augurated by Dr J . C. Ghosh , member 
of Planning Commission on the oc­
casion of the Third National Conven­
tion of F armers. 

Welcoming Dr. J. C. Ghosh , Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh said that the role of 
youth in the development of the 
country could not be over emphasizEd. 
As vitamins were essential for the 
maintenance and health of the bcdy 
so he considered the movement of 
Young F armers necessary and impor­
tant for the growth and development 
of the country. To develop the young 
farmer into a progressive farmer and 
a better citizen was one of the objects 

. vf tre Associaticn, he said. 

He said that hitherto, scmehow or 
the other , it had been their habit to 
wait for someone else to t ake . he ini-
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f.Iative in matters of development. 
The Association aimed t o break that 
habit and t o develop th e quality of 
initiative and leadership among its 
memb rs. The Association, for the 
last t wo years, had done considerable 
work and had stimulated count ry ­
wide interest and made the nation 
realise not only the importance of 
Youth Movement amongst the farmers 
but the contribut ion youth can make 
towa rds tht> tieYelopmfnt of the coun· 
t ry . Clubs had been organised in 
the States of U. P ., Mysore, Punjab, 
B!:~m hay and Andhra . 'l'he States 
of R ajast.han, West B t>ngal and Delhi 
had formed Action CommittEes antl 
soc•n the club work would be start€d . 

H e said that the farmers world 
over have to face cert~.a in problems 
which are similar in nature or baffling 
in their s ·1lnt ion. To make the young 
members rea lise these problems and to 
de velop in them the breath of vision, 
t he Associati1 n t akes l art in the 
International F arm Youth Exchange 
Programme in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. So fa r about 

100 boys and 37 girls with rural back­
ground have gone abroad under the 
International F arm Youth Exchange 
Programme and these men and women 
have done good work on their return 
a.nd shared their experience with 
others. The Y oung F armers' Asso­
ciation itself is the r esult of their 
efforts. 

Addressing the Young F armers 
Dr. J . C. Ghosh said th a t a Welfare 
State in India could only be built on 
a. sound v1ilage C"onomy . Th at eco­
nomy would n ot be st able if the 
young farmer did not f!evelop the 
ability to sh oulder the task of 
making the countryside prosperous. 
Government agencies C'JUld help , but 
no movement for better liv ing would 
endure if it was not based pr:marily 
on self help. 

Explaining the salit>nt featurGs of 
Extension he saicl that extension was 
the changing 'Jf attitudes ar• ·i SKill s; 
helping people t o help themselves; it 
t aught people what t o want as well 
as how to ·.vork :Ju t "ays satisfying 
those wants anJ inspiring them to 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad talking to Farmers at the R ashtrapati Bhavan at home 
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achieve the satisfaction I)[ their 
· de~ires. Extension was a two-"" ay 

<:hannel-it brought scientific informa­
tion to the village people and it also 
took the problems of the village peeple 
to the scientific institutions for so­
lution; it recognised that the H eme 
was the basis for all improvement; 
extension used p ersuasion and not 
force in getting new ideas arross and 
worked in harmony with the culture 
of the people. 

He said that while village level 
workers and other exteneion personnel 
were being trainetl in large numbers 
and allnt erl to the Natir)Ilai Extens tml 
Service Blocks, it was not physically 
pmHible for them to contact directly 
all the farmers in the villagEs cf Jr.dia. 
That brou:rht us to the great role 
which young farmers' organ izatiens 
could nnd should play in in pro· 
gre.>sing the execution of the 
national plans for rural develrpment .. 
They could work in clcse h fl Jmony 
and co-operation with the efficial ele­
.ments both at the centre and in the 
.States and help to build men and 
women, as effective and effi.rient pro­
ducer,. throughout the country. 

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh, addressing the Second Convention of the Gramin Mahila Sangb 

SECOND CONVENTION 
OF YOUNG FARMERS 

'rhe Second National Convention 
of Young Farmers was inaup-urfl te<l 
bv Shri S. K. Dcv, Mini~;ter for (;om­
ni"unity Drweiopment on I\-la rch 23, 
1957 at Talkatcra Gardens in NEw 
DeU1i. . 

Welcoming Shri S. K. Dey. Dr. 
P . S. Deshmukh, Ucicn Mirist.er for 
Agriculture said thn.t Ghe Young Far­
mers' Association was establishEd two 
years · ago and \Yas inaugurated by 
Yuvraj Karan Singh of Jammu & 
Kashmir. S 3, eral club1:1 of the young 
farmers had been formed. He s11id 
that these clubs could prove very use­
ful in increasing the agricultura l pro­
duction of the country. 

Addressing the Young Farmers 
Shri S. K. Dey said that in 1947 the 
country became indepmdent and for 
some years no attention was paid to 
the villages by the Government. He 
:said the villagers want to incrEase 
-their output but they needed help 
in this respect. They had to be told 
<that they had to grow more to earn 
.more, which wol.ild help them to build 
-a school, a hospital, in t-heir v11lage. 
They had not only to grow more focd 
but had alEo to look after their cattle. 
The farmer necdrd water to irri{:atc 
hi.~ fields and some arrangEmfnt for 
the transpcrt and carriage of the pro­
duce to the market. The villagus 
needed imtn:ctions fur· iricreasi:ng 
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SECOND CONVENTION OF THE 
BHARA TIYA GRAMIN 

MAHILA SANGH 

The Second Convention of the 
Bharatiya Gramin Mahila Sangh wcs 
inaugur~ted by Sh.t 1mati Rajbanshi 
Devi on March 25, 1957 at the Tal­
katora Gardens in New Drlhi. ThE 
Convention wa> attended by over 
200 women farmers from all over the 
coun~ry. 

Welcoming Shrimati Rajbanshi 
Devi, Maharani Mohinder Kaur of 
Patiala said that it was a matter of 
great pleasure that tht' Convention of 
t.hP Bharatiya Gramin Mahila Sangh 
was being held alongwith the Conven­
tion of Farmers. Women from several 
parts of India had coine to particiaate 
in · the meeting. She said that the 
problems of village women w~re 
numerous and that endeavour had to 
be made to find some solution to raise 
the economic, social and cultural status 

• of village wcmm. 

Inaugurating the 
Shrima~i Rajbanshi Dc,vi 

Convention 
said that 

their production. For that, schools, 
libraries and the education of the 

· viU:tgrr,; were essentia l. 
Siri D~y said that the progress 

of Ind1a ~le.ma,Hled that the progress 
of vifta,ge.3 should be speeded up. 

the condition of village women could­
not be improved merely by paid em­
ployees or paper resolutions. 

Enumerating the problems before 
village women she placed priority on 
the problem of education. It was 
wcJI known, she said, that women were 
generally let.s educated than men. 
Thus they groped more in darkness. 
She said that the foremost problem of 
village women was education. It was 
the rrdcm wish cf the Sangh to incul­
cate great enthusiasm, am6ng women, 
for learning. Only then a new life 
could be ushered into the countryside. 

She considered it fortunate that 
the Village Women's Association had 
been affiliated to the Farmers' Forum. 
She ho1·ed that. work would proceed on 
the right lines. 

Addressing the meeting Dr. P. S. 
Deshmukh said that it was a matter 
of great pleasure for him to have been 
able to convene the Second National 
Convention of Rural Women at the 
Third National Convention of the 
Farmers' Forum. 

He said that a higher standa~d of 
life m a 0cmmuntiy implied practical 
applicatiens of social and personal 
hygiene, better utilisation of the re­
sources <lVai lable in foods, housing 
and clothing, avoidance of waste, 
greater appreciation of beauty, cul­
tural values, bringing up healthier 
childr<-n ami cultivation of rommunity 
consciousness. To achieve these, 
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certain changc>s in ag,~- long habits were 
necessary. Untouchability of all 
kind had to be eradicated. D ignity 
of Jabour had to be red.lised and rules 
of scientific and healthy liYi ng 
adopted. 

Dr. Deahmukh emphasised that the 
changes mentioned could not be effected 
unles~ women were educatPd and 
made part of t;te development pro­
gramme. He said that any number 
of paid workers or voluntary workers 
from outside the com111unity could 
not meet this great need. With t his 
encl in view; the Bharatiya Gramin 
Mahila f;angh, was formed in April, 
1955, at the First Convention of the 
F armers' F •,ruru. H e &atd that for 
the r :.lalisation of its objectives, it 
was neces~ary r·hst t. the g;eat W(,rk 
for the nplift. of rur al womAn be in­
tegrated with the organisation of the . 
farmers, all over India, so that both 
could work complementary t o each 
other in maximum C•1operation. 

Dr. D Jshmukh said that q uality of 
hom eliving d :pended upon the 
attitudes of the h omemakers. For 
lasting remit;;;, it was the women of 
th e h ome who had to be approached 
and convinced of the m 'aning of 
their activities. Home managv'm ~nt 
consisted of two aspects; ( 1) Th e 
assessment of avail abla re.;ou rees and 
their d Jvelopment , n.nd (2) M,u1age­
mcnt of the resources in the most 
economical and functional way. rn 
the rural areas where agriculture 
supplemented by small indu·-tries was 
the main ~ource of in \Om·:>., Lhc above 
aspects could be defined as farm 
management and home manage­
ment. Farm management aimed at 
improving the farm to obtain maxi­
mum prod uction from the la nd and 
the raw materials from it. Home 
manacrem ent attempted at utilising to 
the b~st advantage their production 
and creat ing an atmo phere , congen1al 
for the utmost, enj oyment of th e 
resources. 

Various problems of village women 
were spotlighted by • other speakers. 

Shrimat• R ri j Lal said that plans 
for village development sh .)ulJ get 
prio t tty a t;d shu:.~ J d be made aftn a 
thorough study of the conditions of 
the v.ltages. 

Shrimati Sucheta Krip1ani em­
phasized that reconstruction of the 
country demanded attention on the 
v1llages. She said that she was happy 
to see that the Gramin Mahila S<• nt'h 
" as trying to make the village woman 
an ideal farm woman. 

Adrlrt:asing the meeting Shrimati 
Vimlabai Deshmukh said th::~.t Rhe 
was very happy to see the Gramin 
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l\'Iahila l::l:m; h estab'ished. She :>aid 
t h:1t " ithout thE' cooperation of the 
rural women the community deYekp­
ment and othct· development· ptam; of 
rhr Gov<'rnment could nc•t be succe%ful. 

U.P. FARMERS' CONVENTION 
The first Conference of Uttar 

Pradesh Kri~ hak Samaj was inaugura­
ted on April 19, 1957 by Dr. 
Sampurnanand, Chief Minister of the 
State in K aiserbagh Baradari at 
L w know. 

Welcoming the Chief Minister Shr' 
Hukum Singh, Agr iculture Ministf'f an 
President of the U.P. Krishak Samaj 
said that the immt diate need t f the 
country was to increase agricultural 
produce. It did not befit an agri c1d tural 
country like ours to import wheat fn m 
fore•gn countries he Paid. H e cal It d 
up on farmers of the State to r eform 
and morlerni>e , thei r profession by 
in trodu ·ing scient ific methods. 

The Min1ster said that fll)r icultural 
y ield must be doubled to provide 
en ough food for the penple and this 
was not rlifficnlt of achiPvement m 
v i ~w of the fertility of the soil. He 
pointPd out tha,t it was th e d11ty of the 
K rishak S Lmaj to educate farmers and 
find out a solution for the agrarian 
prob' erns facing the State. 

Inau •w rating the Conferen<'e Dr. 
S,trop ll'n 'll1>111d, warn ed that if the 
S ta.te diu not pi·. ·duce enough foo-l­
grains for exp >r t , there wo uld be se rious 
econ 1mic cri-is. He s·1id that it was 
n1t only n~c~ssary to be sclf-suffi c: ient 
in food bat it was also irn oerati ve that 
the St.tte shou ld bA ab le to expo rt 
eno ugh fuodgrains in order t o pay for 
the raw mn.tcri n. ls needed for runn ing 
heavy ind totries. 

He said that matters pertaining to 
agri ·ulture should be cliscus·ed in an 
atm J3phere free from pol il ics. Uttar p, a­
d Jsh w11S to remain a predominantly ag­
ricultural Stute for a considerablt: tim e, 
d 3spite all effn·ts to estahlish heavy 
ind tt -tr ies here ancl if the State was to 
be .. avecl from going bankrupt, all out 
efforts would have to be made to 
in crease produ.;tion. The count.ry, he 
said , was pas-ing through a revolution 
a~d politic.; had entered a ll walks of 
li fe, yet efforts shou ld be made to keep 
it out of n.gricnlture. 

Dr. S:tmpnrnanand s!llicl some people 
felt that, co-operative f<mn ing would 
be ben( fi cial to the people he r~, while 
th ere were others who felt that unc'l er 
the circumstances it might not be as 
useful as was thought ancl 1 he qu· stion 
in ev itably took a polit;cal colour. 
Si mi!arl v, consol ,rJat ion of holdiPgs 
also involved political discusRi •ns . 
Political parties t ook opposing atti-

tudes and, therefore, it was necessa ry 
th11ot there was ~>orne organisa1ion which 
took a view independPnt of political 
considerations ·'You be ng an inde­
pend ~nt body can freely disc11 SS and 
review them in an unuia~ed manntr," 
he a.rlrled. 

The Chief Minister emphasized tl1e 
med for milising sandy tra· ts and 
rendering them cultivabiP , as bad l.een 
done in U.S.A. , a ·cording t o reports 
published recently in the press. H e 
wa nted them t o experimPnt on a small 
scale t o grow crops fruits or vegetables, 
in b fLrren land. H e revealed that the 
experiments carried out by him were 
pre-eminently sucPessful. The letttH;e 
whi('h weighed four ounces ">~hen g rown 
in ordinary soil developed to 14 ounces 
when g rown in sand. Th e Agr,c ultural 
Department would carry out an c x­
periment on a ten -acre plot of SRnrly 
la nd on the banks of the Gangn. at 
K anp ur this Y~-'ar to find out if the 
c'tltivation in sand was economic, he 
said. 

S:1ri Raghavendra Ptata.p Sin ~ h, 
Secretary of the S ~ate F orum, ~ave the 
hist•or.\ of the or;o:tni ·ationand stres>ed 
the need of making arrAngements for 
marketi ng agri l) ultura l p roduce. He 
added that an en lightened peasantry 
cou ld increa!le produe:ti• n manifo 'd. 

Address,ng thH mPet.ing Sbri Bhanu 
P ratap Smc h, organ;s r of the Forum , 
said t hat the primary ne· d was not 
increase in pl'odu, tion but to market 
the p ro,[uce. H e said th tt 13·5 lakh 
ac1e;;; of bajnar land h<td bem broken 
by non- offi cia. l agencies during the 
la!.t fi ve year;;; a.s aga inst 1· 5 Jakh acres 
cl one by the Government. This had 
b ren done at a cost of Rs. 50 crores 
on the part of enthusiast ic young men 
who had taken t o agricultme. Tbey 
were faced with the prob'em of market­
in Q; t heir produce. He rt lso stressed the 
important e of increasing mtlk. vPgeta­
ble and fr 1it. p ro,]nf'! ion. 

FORUM GIVEN R EPRESENTATION 
ON ICAR ADVISORY BO ARD 
Shri K. D. Sharma, Secretary, 

F armers' F orum , India will represent 
the Forum on the Advisory B Jard of 
the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Re~earch for a p·3riod of three years. 

Announcing this a Gazette Notifi­
cation dated May 10, 1957 says: 
"Under Rule 41 (27) of the Rules of 
the Indian C mncil of Agricultural 
Research, the M'nister for Agricu.ture 
h <ts been p~eas 3d to appoint Shri K.D. 
Sharma, S cretary, F armers' Forum 
India, as a member of the Advisory 
B oard of the Ind[an Council of A :s ri­
cultural Resea nh for a p~"liod of 
three years with effect from the 30th 
April, 1957." 
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DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONERS' 
CONFERENCE 

The Sixth Conference of the Deve­
lopment Commissioners concluded on 
30th April, 1957 after a four day meet­
ing, at Mussoorie. 

I naugurating the Conferenc::e Shri 
V. T. Krishanamachari .. Deputy Chairman 
of the Planning Commission gave con­
tractive suggestions to the State Govern­
ments for increasing agricultural pro­
duction. He said that for a ~ocial 
revolution it was necessary that every 
family should become a member of at 
least one co-operative organisation. 

Addressing the Conference Prime 
Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru empa­
sized the role of Co-operative farming 
in the advancement of Indian Agricul­
ture. He said that India would lag 
behind if it did not adopt the new 
methods of agriculture through coopera­
tive farming. H e said that cooperative 
farming had an important role to 
play in the advancement of Imlian 
Agriculture. Unless modern methods 
of Agriculture were adopted through 
cooperative farming, India could not 
make progress. S3ri Nehru said that 
Cooperative farming was tLe back­
bone of the Community Development 
Programmes. 

Shri S.K. Dey, Min'ster for Commu­
nity U.:Jvdopment also laid emphasis on 
the extension of t he Cv-O!Jerat. ve move­
ment. H e said tltat the greatest 
hinderJ.nce to development programmt s 
was lack of trained personnel Opening 
of new agricultural colleges a nd in­
crf:'asing tile nu111 ber of students in the 
exi~ting collel-!es ca.n solve the problem 
tosome extent. 

The C m ference approved many re­
commendations including an impor­
tant vne regarding the announcing of 
minimum prices of important crops 
well in time before the harveat. 

A NEW VARIETY OF POTATO 

A new variety of potato Kanpur 
Satha has ueen evulved b,> the Agri­
cultural D epartment ol Uttar Prade.-h. 
The greate:~t quality of this var it ty is 
tllat it ts d,sease- n~:~isting a ud givts a 
large yitld in a shvrt perwd. 

This variety ha~ been evolved by 
the Economic Botanist Branch, Kanpur 
and its seed will be multiplied in the 
next Rabi Crop. It is expected that 
Satha will prove very beneficial to 
potato growers. 

DAIRY SCIENCE COLLEGE 
AT KARNAL 

The Government of India have de­
cided to establish a Dairy Science Col· 
lege at Kamal (Punjab) which will be 
attached to the Education Wing of the 
National Dairy Research Institute situ­
ated there. This College is being set 
up to meet the need for trained tech~i­
cal personnel in dairying, which Will 

be required to man the large number 
of dairy development and milk supply 
schemes which are to be set up under 
the Second Five Year Plan. 

The College will admit those students 
who ha ve already passed the Interme­
diate (Science) examination or the First 
Year examination of the B.Sc. course 
after passing the ll igher Secondary 
examination. 

INCREASE IN COTTON ACREAGE 

The All-India Third Estimate of 
Cotton for 1956-57 puts the current 
year's area and production at 18,084,000 
acres and 4,084,000 bales (of 392 lbs. 
each of cotton lint) This shows an in­
crease of 531 000 acres or three per cent 
in area and 702,000 bales or 20·8 per 
cent in production over last year. 

IF AP CONFERENCE IN U.S.A. 

The International Federa.tion of 
AgriCultural Producers is holding its 
Tenth Anniversary Celebrations at the 
time of its 9th Ordinary General Melt­
in g . t o be he'd·-f'rom May 20 to 30, at 
the University of Purdue in the United 
States. This i3 the first time Lhe IF AP 
is holding its con .e1ellle in the U.S.A. 

Shri K .D. Sharma, Secret11.ry of the 
Farmers' Forum, India and other farm 
leaders of India \\ho have gone to 
U.S.A., will be attending the IFAP 
Cuuleren< e. This group of farm 
leaders had gone under a TOM 
progn. mme to t--tudy cooperation and 
farm organization in U.S.A. 

The IF A P is an intc rnational 
organization of national farmers and 
agricultural co-operative organizatior;s 
of the world. The main functions of 
the IF AP are to develop undtrstand­
ing of world Agricultural problems and 
how they affect the agricultural pli­
mary producers of the world. IF AP 
is the voice of the farmer in interna­
national affairs. Encouragement of 
efficiency in production, processing and 

marketing of agricultural commodities 
is another important aim of the IFAP. 

The IF AP Conference will be atten­
ded by high officials of the United 
Nations, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
and farm leaders of the various coun­
tries. Shri B. R. Sen, Director Gene­
ral of the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the United Nations 
will attend the Conference. 

The Tenth Anniversary Celebra­
tions will have Shri John Andrew, 
President of the IFAP as the Chair­
man. The meetin.~ will also be address­
ed by Shri B. R. Sen and various 
farm leaders. 

F A 0 MEETING AT ROME 

The seventh session of F AO Coor· 
dinating Committee would be held at 
Rome from May 6 to 17, 1957. Shri 
P . N. Thapar. Secretary, Ministry of 
Agriculture will represent India in this 
meeting. 

The Committee will discuss among 
other things, F AO's programme of 
work and budget for 1958-59, FAO 
documentation, organization and coor-

. dina tion of meetings, seminars and 
training centres. 

GRAIN SCIENTISTS MEET 

An international group of grain 
scienti11ts have set up an orgalization 
to help standardize methods of analy~:is 
of the t~chnological pro pet ties of 
grains, particularly wheat. 

R epresentatives of 14 nations met 
in Vienna and established the "Inter­
national Association of Ce1 eal Che­
mist.,". The meeting attraded che­
mists, grain technologists and ~overn­
ment representatives. ThPy read papers 
on such topics as sampling, moisture, 
protein, baking quality, diastatic acti­
vity, and general quality churacteriza­
tion of wheat. 

Dr. E . Maes of the Central Labora­
tory of the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs in Brussels (Belgium), was 
elected President of the new organi­
zation. 

RADIO CONTROLLED TRACTOR 

An Australian invented radio·con 
trolled tractor has been successfully 
demonstrated for the first time in 
Sydney. Radio waves were transmitted 
to the tractor, making it stop, start, 
control speeds and direction, raise and 
lower attachments to the tractor 
and do everything that a driver could 
perform sitting on the machine. 
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