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A. I. Farmers' Council Meeting 
at Srinagar 

N EW DEUII, May 27, 1961 : I The 12th Meet ing of the 
All India Farm<.' rs' Coun

cil will be held at Srinagar in 
the fi rst week of Oc tober this 
year. 

The decision was taken to
day on rece ipt of the fo llowing 
telegram from Bakshi Ghulam 
Molwmmed, Prime Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir in reply 
to BKS President Dr. Panjab
rao Deshmukh's letter on the 
subject : 

"YOUR LETTER OF MAY 
SIXTEEN STOP PROPOSED 
DATES FOR KRISHAK SAMAJ 
COUNCIL MEETING AT SRI
NAGAR FROM OCTOBER FIRST 
TO FIFTH SUITABLE STOP 
ARRANGEMENTS MAY BE 
MADE ACCORDINGLY AND 
DETAILS SENT TO CHIEF 
SECRETARY". 

All the members of the 
Farmers' Council and others 
interested in taking part in the 
deliberations of the meeting 
may kindly note carefully the 
dates of the meet ing and pre
pare themselves to attend the 
same. lt will be the most plea
sant season in Kashmir and 
will be a little cold. 
·Arrival of the Dele-
gates and their Re-
gistration starts on 1-10-1961 
Inauguration of the 
meeting at 10 A.M. 
on 2-1 0-1 961 

The meetings will continue 
on October 2, and the follow
ing days. Sight-seeing program
mes for the members at their 
own cost will also be arranged. 

Detailed programme of the 
meeting and arrangements re
garding their boarding and 
lodging will be finalized and 
conveyed to members at a later 
date. 

~-----------------·----- ---

Tehran, May 8, 1961 : Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh, India' s Minister for Agricu,lture 
and President of the Bharat Krishak Samaj in conference with other member s of the 
Executive Committee of the proposed Afro .. Asian Rural Reconstruct ion Organisation. 

Standing at the left is Mr. Bahram Jooyandeh (Iran), sitting next to him are Mr. 
K. D. Sharma and Mr. M. Motllal (India), Mr. Balasaygun (Turkey), Dr. Panjabrao 
Deshmukh, H. E. Mr. Ebrah im Mahdavi, Ex-Minister for Agriculture, Iran, Mr. Amir 
Hassan Amir Parviz (Iran) and Dr. Esfandiari, Dy. Minister of Agriculture, Iran and 

officers of the Iranian Min istry of Agriculture. 

A WORLD BANK OF F ARJ.\'IERS 
AFRO-ASIAN DELEGATES DECISION 

T EHRAN : The first meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the 
proposed Afro-Asian Rura l Re

construction Conference was held at 
Tehran (Iran) on May 8 and 9, 1961 
under the Chairmanship of Dr. 
Panjabrao Deshmukh, Union Minis
ter of Agriculture India. 

1t was decided that steps towards 
the establishment of a World Co
operative Bank of Farmers should be 
taken and a beginning should be 
made by constituting an Afro-Asian 
Agricultural or Cooperative Bank. 

It was also decided that a nucleus 
of a Secretariat should start working 
at New Delhi. 

•. 

Representatives of Japan, India, 
Turkey, Iran, U. A. R. and officials 
of the Ministry of Agriculture of 
the Iran Government were present. 
Dr. Nasu, the orginator of the idea 
of Afro-Asian meets also attended 
the meeting. 

Kartar Singh Dewana receiving the Award of 
Podmoshtlfrom the President of India 



New Delhi : A photograph token at a dinner given recently by BKS President Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh 
in honour ol the outgoing Japanese Ambassdor in India, Dr. S. Nasu and TCM Advisor Mr. John H. Webb 

and his Mrs. 

A CALL TO JOIN BKS IN LARGE NUM lERS 
Chief Minister jatti Inaugurates National Farmers' Day 

THE 3rd April 1961 was observed 
as a National Fanners' Day with 
a large garhering at the premises 

of the Mysore State Farmers' Forum, 
Cenotaph Road, Banglore. lt was a 
fcslivc occasion inaugurated by Sri 
B. D. Jalli, Chief Mini tcr of 
Mysorc. Sri Nijalingappa, President 
of the Mysore Pradesh Congress 
Committee, distributed the prizes 
and Sri N. Rachiah, Minister for 
Agriculture, presided over the deli
berations. 

Sri L. T. Karle, Vice-President of 
of the Mysore Farmers' Forum, 
welcomed the audience, giving 
the history of the Farmers' 
Forum, India, and the Mysore 
Farmers' Forum. He read out the 
message of Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh, 
President of the Farmers' Forum, 
India, and explained that the day 
was being observed all over India 
and it was a day for holding Seminars 
and lectures, reviewing the progress 
of the Farmers' Forum and mak;ng 
resolve for future progress. He point
ed out that the day was being cele
brated also as a call to more and 
more farmers to enroll themselves 
as Life Members of the Forum. 
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Sri B. D. Jatli, Sri S. Nijalin
gappa and Sri N. Racbiah,announced 
that they were enrolling themselves 
as life members of the Forum, 
amidst cheers from the audience. 

Sri B. D. Jatti, Chief Minister 
of Mysore State, inaugurating the 
function went right into the spirit of 
improved agriculture, in advising the 
farmers to have an open mind and 
increase their yields by studying the 
competitive crop produced by their 
friends. The high yields obtained 
by the prize winners indicated that 
there was clear scope for securing 
sciJ~sufficiency in food stulr in our 
country. 
. Nine farmers from Mysore who 
comp~:ted for the Kharif Crop Com
petition Priz.:s rccei\·cd the prizes 
for good crops grown by them. 

Shri S. Nijalingappa, while con
gratulating the prize winners and 
referring in general to potentialities 
of our farmers would still have the 
leaders and the public remember a 
few facts. The rural population also 
was growing and there was a clear 
case for family planning. Our five 
Year-Plans had achieved some results 
in food production but this would 

not take us out of difficulties in 
food production in the face of rise 
in the number of consumers. It was 
also the duty of the Government to 
see if enough aid has been given to 
farmers to adequately improve their 
Agriculture ; such examples as the 
Tungabhadra Canal area where the 
farmers have really no provision to 
cope with the increased effort re
quired to change over from the old 
dry land farming to new irrigated 
farming, called for a requisite volume 
of help to be chalked out. Both the 
Centre and the State had their duty 
here. There was also a great change 
necessary in the attitude of the 
officers who should in the present 
context mix freely with the farmers 
and do their best for them. 

Shri N. Rachiah, Minister for 
Agriculture of Mysore State, presid
ing over the function, laid great 
stress on the importance of agricul
tural labour. They should be given 
greater protection and kept happy in 
order that they may work hard as 
the output of agricultural production 
was directly related to the hands 
working at it. 

(More news 011 page 7) 

Krishak Samachar 



A l•aluable natural product 

Vital need of Potash -for the Soil 
Deserts may turn into productive fields . 

'Potash, the powdei·cd fertility of 
ancient plains, is signaling the 
beginning of a new era and may 
be the key to turning today's des
en s into productive fields so that 
the world of tomorrow will have 
enough to eat. 

Constant experimentation has 
found new uses for potash , one of 
the world 's oldest natural .Products. 
New methods are being found to 
mine the important mineral. Experi
mentation continues. The future is 
promising. 

P.:op lcs down through the ccn
tt:rics have used the potash-contain
ing brines for soaps and Jesser uses. 
On ly si nce the beginning of this cen
turv has man discovered the vital 
need of potash for the soil. Through 
a clumsy and cumbersome youth, 
new uses were found and new me
thods of mining were discovered. 

Today, potash has come of age. 
We know and see its importance. 
But few experts can imagine the pro
mising potential of the industry. 

Fifty years ago, scientists held 
little hope for sufficient supplies of 
potash to meet the world needs, 
then only a small part of the needs 
of today. Rich beds of potassium
containing potash and magnesium 
were found only at Stassfurt in 
Germany. The beds were so extra
ordinary and the conditions under 
which they were formed were so rare · 
that geologists-and the public-as
sumed that nature had never staged 

. a repeat performance. · · 

Nature forms salt deposits under 
desert conditions, and those of the 
potash-magnesium group crystallize 
out of brines only with extreme 
heat and aridity. In fact , some of 
these rare crystals will dissolve in 
the moisture contained in air at 
ordinary room temperatures. 

Although the discovery of a 
similar bed seemed hopeless, the 
relentless search continued. In 1911 , 
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the U.S. Congress appropriated 
money for exploration and experi
mentation designed to find domestic 
sources of this vital chemical. 
American geologists believed if it 
was to be found there at all, it would 
be in the Permian Basin that starts 
in central Kansas and extends south
westward across Oklahoma, a small 
tip of Colorado and into West Texas 
and New Mexico. 

But endless search yielded nothing. 
Fortunately, for the United States 
and its allies, however, a modest 
supply was found in the brines of 
Searles Lake in California. 

The price of potash skyroketcd 
from S 35 a ton to nearly S 500 dur
ing World War I, but even with this 
stimulus, the United States was only 
able to produce 209,000 tons, and 
this stopped the minute the war 
ended. 

Scientists were beginning to Jearn 
more and more of the importance 
of the chemical, however, and the 
U. S. search continued. It concen
trated on the Permian Basin. They 
were just about to give up hope on 
the area in 1931, when a petroleum 
engineer-not a geologist-stumbled 
upon the beds in Carlsbad region of 
New Mexico. 

Congress voted support for an 
exploratory drilling programme that 
proved the presence of potash salts 
ranging from 373 to 2737 feet in 
depth and ftom one foot six inches 
to eight feet in diameter. 

It was no easy task starting a 
new industry in competition with 
the well-developed fields of Germany. 
It was at the height of the depression. 
Methods of mining and processing 
had not developed sufficiently to put 
U. S. production on an equal foot
ing with Europe. But American in
genuity pushed forward. The baby 
industry moved ahead without a set
back. By 1935, potash production in 
the U. S. pushed ahead of the World 
War I mark. However, the impor-

tancc of the mineral zoomed during 
World War 1!, and the U. S. still 
could not compete with Germany. 

Every effort to increase produc
tion in Western Germany fell short 
even for domestic requirements. The 
French mines suffered considerable 
damage during the war, bt!t recovery 
was quick. Production reached its 
peak in just two years. The growing 
domestic demand ate up much of 
France's increased production, but 
she still exported about 35% of her 
mined potash. 

The growing demand fathered 
the discovery of lesser and lower 
grade potash in a number of places. 
Modest beds of the chemical were 
exploited, and in many cases, drain
ed, throughout the world. Ingenious 
Palestine produced potash by eva
porating the waters of the Dead Sea. 

But all sources were not enough 
to meet the rising demand. More 
and more the free world looked to 
the United States, and the United 
States answered by multiplying its 
production of potash. By 1949, the 
German monopoly had all but dis
appeared and the U. S .. produced 
almost as much as East and West 
Germany combined. 

Production has moved ahead 
steadily since 1945. Twin to potash 
production is experimentation. 
Hundreds of new uses for the chemi
cal have been found. Efficiency of 
production has increased ten-fold, 
but exploration into new methods 
continues and is needed. 

Potash has long been associated 
with soaps, cleansers, industrial 
chemical uses and fertilizers, its 
basic use. 

Today, about 10% of the total 
U. S. production goes into chemical 
uses. These include explosives, 
matches, analine dyes, engraving and 
lithography, soap, paint, gasoline, 
drinking water~ tobacco and ceramics 
in addition to soaps and cleansers. 
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The potassium found in potash, 
one of the primary element~ needed 
by crops in large amounts, IS r~cog
nized as the plant food .most. llk.cly 
to be deficient in the s01l. It IS vJtal 
in maintaining fertility, for rebuild
ing vigour to washout soil and re
claiming lost land. 

Modern man realizes more and 
more the need for increa ed produc
tion to feed a starving world, for 
keeping the soil strong so that it can 
be u;,ed efficiently year efter year. 
And modern men is realizing more ' 
and more the need for potash in 
doing the job. 

The need for potassium-con
taining potash is an irenic twist in 
Mother Nature's inf.nite make-up 
that man has only recently dis
covered. 

The soil is naturally rich in pot
ash. The top six inches of crop land 
contains about five billion tons, or 
as much as the the total known world 
deposits of water-soluble potash 
salts. Unfortunately, however, most 
of the potash is locked up in the 
soil in forms that plants cannot 
readily usc. A field may have a total 
of 40,000 pounds of potash per acre 
stored within the plough depth, but 
only a small amount may become 
available to plants in any one season. 
A healthy plant needs a minimum 
amount of it to survive and cats 
much of potassium available in the 
soil, and usually thirsts for more. 

Barley eats about 12 pounds of 
potash per acre per year, some varie
ties of corn eat as much as 46 pounds; 
some wheat takes 15 pounds of 
potash, and alfalfa hay eats as much 
as 178 pounds per year. 

This usable potassium must be 
replenished each year if the soil is 
to remain fertile. 

The signs of potash deficiency 
arc many: 

I Mottling, spotting, streaks or 
curling of leaves, starting at the 
lower levels. 

2 Lower leaves scorched or 
burned on margins and tips. These 
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dead areas may fall out, leaving 
ragged edge~ . 

3 In corn, grains and grasses, 
firing starting at the tip of the leaf· 
proceeding down from the edge, 
usually leaving the midrib green. 

4 Premature falling down prior 
to maturity due to lack of root deve
lopment of p!ants like corn. 

· On the other hand, p.otash, aids 
crops five different ways: 

I Imparts increased vigour and 
disease resistance to plants. 

2 Produces strong, · stiff stalks, 
thus reduces lodging. 

3 Increases plumpness of grain 
and seed. 

4 Essential to the formation and 
transfer of starches, suga,rs and oils. 

5 Imparts winter · hardness to 
legumes a nd other crops. 

Studies conducted since World 
War Il have shown a direct relation
ship between the use of potash and 
farm income. The knowledge is re
flected in growing sales. Use of 
potash has increased every year over 
the past 50 :~~ears. 

The most significant period of 
growth has been since the war. Farm 
consumption has increased ten-fold 
despite the decrease in farms. 

New companies have entered the 
field. In America , Farmers Union 
entered the field in the 1950's joining 
with Kerr-McGee and Phillips 
Petroleum in developing the rich 
beds ncar Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

New beds have been found in 
southern Utah and in Canada. Pro
duction is about 2,500,000 tons per 
year, a long road since the 209,000 
tons produced during World War I. 

Potash stocks grew during the 
'50s, hitting 560,000 tons _in I 957. 
But growing demands have whittled 
this reserve down, and by the end of 

I 959, stocks were .only 277 ,000 tons. 
This depletion· is continuing in ' 60. 

Most ·or the production goes to 
commercial mixers and cooperat ives . 
Individual farmers can order pure 
potash, but mixing it themselves is 
difficult and it usually pays· to buy it 
pre-mixed. · 

Since World War 1 when the 
price of potash jumped from S 35 to 
S 500, the price bas been rela tive ly 
stable. The primary reason for this, 
experts say, is the increasing demand 
for potash. These . experts are also 
optimistic about the future of the 
industry. · Potash lost to crops will 
have to be replenished · each year. 
There is no substitute for it. As 
new land becomes fertile, the de
mand increases. Hopes for turni ng 
today's deserts into fertile fields of 
the future in order to produce 
enough food fo r a rapidly growing 
population arc based on the ava il· 
ability of chemicals, includ ing potas
situn. 

Continued experimenta tion is a 
vital part of the expanding indust ry. 
Since World War II, hund reds of 
new uses have been found for potash. 
New uses arc found every year. 

Potassium-bearing potash, a t
though one of the oldest natural 
products, is still a relatively new 
member of the chemical family. It 
is already sitting at the head table. 
It has a most promising future. 

CUTTING BANANA 
STEM EFFECT ON YIELD OF 

•FOLLOWERS' 
Completely removing the parent 

plant of the banana after the bunch 
is l1arvcsted has bad effects on the 
'follower' plants, it is found in trials, . 

In the trials, leaving the stem of 
the parent plant untouched, or even 
cutting it to half helped the 
'follower' plants produce good 
bunches, and resulted in gcltmg 
better yields from the plantation. 
The trials were conducted at the 
Central Banana Research Station in 
Aduthurai in Madras State. 

The results poit' t ou~ to the need 
of letting the stem of the banana 
alone, after the bunch is harvested, 
which many growers don' t. 

Krishak 'samachar 
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Pyrilla-Sugarcane Leaf Hopper 

Sugarcane leaf hopper .(Pyrilla) is 
a well known pest, attackmg sugar
cane in Ind ia . Adults and nymphs 
of this pest suck plant sap from the 
1mderside of the sugarcane leaf, 
which results in the affected leaves 
becoming pa le, presenting a sickly . 
and blighted appearance. Due to its 
attack, the affected canes become 
useless and the recove ry of gur and 
sugar is considerably reduced. In 
case of heavy infestation, even pre
paration of good quality gur becomes 
difficult. 

The adult pyrilla bug is a 
medi um-sized straw-coloured insect, 
wit h the head drawn into a d is tinct 
and pointed peak and two pairs of 
wi ngs are folded on the back in roof 
shape. The adult insect is about ; " 
long with a wing expanse of ~· . The 
young-ones of th is pest are called 
nymphs which are active pale brown 
hoppi ng creatures. Swarms of these 
insects arc found on the leaves of 
sugarcane crop in the infected fields . 
Eggs arc laid in batches on the un
derside of a leaf close to the mid-rib 
when the crop is young and on the 
inner side of the sheaths of leaves in 
case of the grown-up crop. The eggs 
arc pa le white to whitish blue in 
colour, which are covered with white 
wax threads derived from the anal 
tuft of the female. 

Control Measures as Recommended 

(a) Dusts :-Application of 5 per 
cent BHC dust @ 20-30 lbs. per acre 
in the ea rly stages ; 33-50 lbs. per 

Pyrilla Adult 
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acre where the inter-nodal formation 
has set in and 50-80 lbs. per acre in 
full-grown crop. 

The pre-monsoon attack ofPyrilla 
can be eft'cctivcly controlled by this 
treatment. Dusting operations should· 
be carried out in the morning when 
there is no wind and the sugarcane 
leaves arc wet with dew. BHC 7 to 
10 per cent dust can also be used for 
quick results. 

(b) Sprays :-(i) D. D. T. 0.25 
per cent suspension ; (ii) BHC 0.25 
per cent suspension ; (iii) Toxa
phene 0.25 per cent emulsion ; (iv) 
Endrin 0.1 lb. of actual emulsion 
per acre ; and (v) Malathion 0.1 per 
cent emulsion. 

The requirement of spray material 
per acre would be 25-50 gallons in 
the early stages of the growth and 
I 00-150 gallons afterwards accord
ing to the size of the crop. For con
trol of the pest in the post-monsoon 
period, preference should be given to 
spray as for as practicable. 

Pyrilla 
Adult 

Pyrilla 
Nymph 

Better Sugarcane Cultivation 
The cultivation of Co. 244 is res

tricted to Bulandshahr district in 
Western Uttar Pradesh, where it 
occupies an area of about 2,500 
acres. The variety was sent from 
Coimbatorc to State Research 
Stations in the year 1922. 

Maio Characteristics of the Variety 

Co. 244 is a hard-rinded cane of 
lodging habit. It comes · up fairly 
well even under indifferent cultiva
tion and is therefore, called a "Poor 
man's cane" . It is late in ripening, 
poor in sucrose and inferior in rab 
and sugar. It shows a certain amount 
of resistance to insect attacks and is 
fairly resistant to red rot, but 

susceptible to smut and tolerant to 
mosaic. 

Co. 244 was evolved at Coimba
tore by crossing P. 0. J. 213 with 

P.O.J. 213 

I 
X 

I 
Co. 244 

Co. 205 

I 

Co. 205 in which P. 0. J. 213 was 
used as mother and Co. 205 as 
father. It has medium-thin, stagger
ed and solid canes with fairly hard 
rind and greenish brown internal 
tissue. The colour of the cane is 
grecri, sometimes pale-green with 
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bone yellow or brown. Grmrth Ring
Yellowish brown ; Joint-Cylindrical 
with slight bulge at bottom c~pec i al
ly at the ide oppo· ite to bud : plit 
common. medium-long and narrow : 
ivory marking profu e as . hort and 
thin brO\\ni h line>, more common 
toward~ the tor of internode : bud 
groove common. ~hort and ~hallow ; 
bloom moderately . pre ad through
out the joint ; Root :one-medium in 
width and wollcn. having three row 
of regular root eyes which ar~ . mall 
and slightly swollen : Node-Even 
with joint; Leaf Scar- 1ot prominent 
and straight or slightly .laming ; 
Bud-medium, rather ovate and in cr
Ied at leaf-scar ; Let~{-light green 
and of medium size ; Foliage· 
Medium abundant and open at the 
top, young lc:tvc with >harp curve 
below tip and oldrr one broadly 
curved. 

Indian Institute of Sugarcane Re
search, Lucknow 

Gamma BHC @ I lb. actual per 
acre over sett in furrows at the 
time of planting in February provid· 
ed pre-monsoon protection against 
termites 1md shoot borers but it 
failed to arrc~t the shoot borer in
festation in autumn. Application of 
D.D.T.@ 0.25 lbs. actual per acre 
brought about 50 per cent decrease 
in the stalk borer, C. aurici/ia. The 
pink mealy bug. Saccharicoccus Sac
clwri Ckll. could be successfully con
trolled with 0.05 per cent malathion 
spray. 

Andhrn Pradesh--Minimum in
cidence of early shoot borer, Chilo
traen infusca tcllus Snell was found 
in plots treated with D.D.T. 0.32% 
in 4th, 6th and 9th wc·eks age of the 
sugarcane crop as compared to sus
pension sprays of 0.25% and 0.16% 
D.D.T. and 0.02%, 0.015% and 
0.01% of Endrin. It was also found 
that tbe chemical treatment did not 
influence the juice sucrose content 
of the crop. 

. Studies on spreading cane trash 
m bet ween cane rows in a measure 
of control of early shoot borer show
ed low borer infestation (5.9%) in 
trash-spread plots than in control 
plots ( 16.6%) • . 
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Among the early maturing varie
ties, minimum infestation was found 
in Co. 1012 and Co. 1064 (3.3%! 
while the maximum occurred 111 Co. 
527. Jn eric · I. maximum infesta
tion by internodal borer on ca ne 
ba is wa· iound in Co. 997 (38.4%) 
a again t the lowest in Co. 419 
(26 .3%). but the perccmagc loss in 
weight was greater in Co. 419(16. 7%) 
than in Co. 997 (4.2%). In series ll, 
minimum internodal infesta tion was 
recorded in Co. 1077 (20.0%) and 
maximum in Co. 419 (44.6%l, the 
percentage loss in weight being 1.6% 
and 16 6% respectively. 

Bihar-The annual pest survey 
conducted in the sugar factory areas 
of the State showed tha t B. 0. 22 
and Co. K. 28 had le s incidence of 
borers than other varieties. B. 0. I 0, 
B. 0. 22, B. 0. 14 and B. 0 . 29 in 
North Bihar and B. 0. II and Co. 
419 in South Bihar suffered a greater 
lo s in sugar recovery due to borer 
attack. The loss in tonnage due to 
attack of borers was more in B. 0. 
14 in North Bihar and in B. 0. 32 
and Co. 419 in South Bihar. The 
incidence of Pyrilla was of moderate 
intensity which was localised at 
Majhhulia and Motihari. The attack 
of whitefly was heavy in water
lugged areas of Hassanpur and 
Samastipur. 

The top borer, S. Ni ve fia and 
the shoot borer Ch. infuscatclfus had 
five generations each, of which the 
third generation of the former and 
second and third of the latter were 
found to be most destructive. The 
root borer, E. depressifla had four 
generation, of which the first two 
were most active during summer. 

A comparative trial on soil in
secticides again t termite hawed 
that Dieldrin, Aldrin , Chlordane 
and Lindane.: @ I lb. actual per 
acre were quite ~ffcctivc aj!ainst ter
mite but crude BHC @ 1.25 lb. 
actual per acre proved to be a f(tilure. 

Madras-At Gudiyattam, Co. 
740 and Co. 1001 were found to be 
more susceptible to Top borer dam
age whereas Co. 449 and Co. 527 
were fairly re istant to it. Endrin 
emulsion and B. H. C. (wettable 
powder and emulsion) were found 
to be good for the control of early 
shoot borer. Early planting of cane 
was found to be good in avoiding 
early shoot borer attack. 

At Kulitalai and Kumarman
galam, Co. 785 was fotmd to be 
more usccptible to early shoot 
?or~r ~han the other varieties and 
It s mc1dence was more in Co. 419, 
Co. 449, Co. 758 and Co. 785. Co. 
740 recorded the highest incidence 
of top borer. Co. 419, Co. 1001, 
Co. 758 and Co. 740 were found to 
be highly susceptible to top borer 
and. POJ, 3016 was least susceptible 
to 1t. 

Orissa·- Behaviour of 289 varie
ties of ca ne planted in the museum . 
plots with reference ro borer attack 
was studied. Out of hcsc varieties, 
B.O. 7, ORB 52, ORB 98, ORB 121 , 
234 B showed as low incidence as 
0.10 per cent. Trials with D.D.T. 16 
per cent emulsion, Endrex 19.5 EC. 
and Malathion 25 per cent W. P. 
against Pyrilla showed that Endrex 
0.02 per cent was ve ry effective, 
followed by D. D. T. 0.02 per cent 
and Malathi on. Trial with lntox '8' 
liquid and Endrex 19.5 E. C. against 
white fly clearly indicated that lntox 
'8 ', 0.1 per cent was more effective 
than Endre>:. 

Punjab--Co. J. 44, Co. 886 and 
Co. 976 were found to be hi !!hly 
susceptible to tcm borer. Co . J ~ 42, 
Co. J. 44 and Co . 842 proved to be 
comparatively resistant to top borer 
whereas Co. J. 37, Co. L. 29, Co. 
886 and Co. 976 were found to be 
moderately susceptible to it. 

Two sprayings with 0.1 per cent 
Endrin proved to be a good check 
to the top borer, proper time for 
spraying being 6 and 8 days after 
moth emergence. Proper time for 
top-dressing the cane crop with 10 
per cent BHC dust @ 20 lbs. per 
acre for the control of stem borer 
was found to be in the month of 
~lay. Organic-pho phorus insecti
Cides proved to be quite satisfactory 
against white fly with special refer
ence to 0.02 per cent Ekatin closely 
followed by 0.1 per cent Malathion 
Spraying with 0.1 per cJ: nt. Endrin 
gave very good control of Pyrilla. 

Uttar Pradesh-At Sbahjahanpur, 
Co. S. 571, Co. S. 569 and Co. S. 
551 appeared to be more susceptible 
to stem borer and Co. 1149 and 
Co. S. 573 were comparatively less 
attacked. At Muzaffarnagar, Co. S. 
245 ; Co. 3 I 2 and Co. S. 321 were 
severely attacked by top borer while 
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Co. 1001, Co. S. 567 and Co. 1101 
recorded the least attack. The attack 
of internodal borer C. aurici/ia D. 
was more prevalent in water logged 
areas of Ghoghraghat and Tarai 
areas of Central and mid-eastern 
ranges. In non-factory areas, the 
attack of all pests was mild at Matltura 
and Eta wah, . but at Varanasi the 
the average root borer and termite 
attack was 33.9 per cent and 23.5 
per cent respectively. Co. S. 510, 
Co. S. 524, Co. 617 and Co. 845 
were highly susceptible to root borer 
and termite. 

Effect of micro-climate on the 
pest incidence indicated that shoot 
borers were active during hot 
weather. The population on the 
whole was higher in spring planted 
crop than in the autumn or ratoon 
crops due to high temperature and 
low humidity. 

Soil applicat ion of Gamma BHC 
at one lb. actual and Heptachlor at 
3 lbs. actual per acre effectively 
controlled termite and shoot borers 
during hot weather. The cost of these 
insecticides applied at planting time 
worked out to Rs. 45/- per acre. 
In other experiment Gamma BHC 
liquid at 0.75 lbs. actual per acre 
proved to be equally eiTective and 
economical in controlling termite 
and shoot borers. Two sprayings of 
Endrin and Dieldrin each at 0.1 per 
cent strength proved effective against 
the internodal borer. These insecti
cides cost Rs. 35/- and Rs. 20/- per 
acre per spraying respectively. 

Reproduccdfrom•Sugarcalle Herald' l\1ar. '61 

•Padmasbri' Award for Dewana 
Shri Kartar Singh Dewana, Mem

ber of the Punjab Legislative Assem
ly, is a progressive farmer who was 
regarded as the best fruit grower in 
the undivided Punjab. After parti
tion, he has converted the sandy and 
unproductive land allotted to him in 
Sangrur into a fertile farm which 
won the Pepsu State Prize for the 
highest yield of wheat per acre. He 
is the President of the Punjab Co
operative Agriculture and Horticul
ture Society and a member of several 
other co-operative organisations. 

He is also a member of the All 
India Farmers Council of the Bharat 
Krishak Samaj and a special invitee 
of the Governing Body meetings. 

Award of 'Padma Shri' was 
given to him by the President of 
lndia, this year on April 27 at a 
special ceremony. 
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Call to Youngnten for Joining Far1n-husiness 

Shri Chandrika Ram, Dy. Minis
ter for Agriculture, Bihar inaugurat
ed the National Farmers' Day 
function at Agricultural Farm Patna, 
in the presence of farmers, officers 
of the Agriculture Department, 
workers and representatives of the 
Bihar Krishak Samaj. 

1 n his short speech, Shri 
Chandrika Ram stressed on great 
importance of increasing food pro
duction and the role of farmers in 
the same. 

Describing the non-political na
ture of this All India Organisation of 
farmers, he wanted farmers to join 
this organisation as members (both 
as life members and ordinary mem
bers) in large numbers and to make 
Bihar Krishak Samaj, a strong orga
nisation of their own. 

Shri Ramdeni Ram, M.L.A., drew 
the attention of educated youngmeu 
to the need for stepping up food 
production and said that they should 
not hesitate to join the business of 
farming, like people in America 
and other countries. 

ln the end, the Director of Agri
culture also appealed to all to in
crease food-production in the State 
and to make the Bihar Krishak 
Samaj, a strong organisation. 

W. Bengal 
In W. Bengal, wide publicity was 

given to the aims and objectives of 
the Bharat Krishak Samaj and the 
National Farmers' Day through 
public meetings at village level and 
posters and pamphlets. 

Rajasthan 
Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha; speaker 

of the Rajasthan Legislative Assem
bly inaugurated the National Far
mers' Day celebrations in a meeting 
organised by Rajasthan Krishak 
Samaj at village Ruparampura near 
Jaipur. Government officers, farm 
leaders, Panchayatdars and farmers 
in big number participated. 

Punjab 
Shri S. N. Bhanot, Deputy Com

missioner Patiala inaugurated the 

celebrations at a meeting of farmers 
in village Kutbanpur. 

An Agricultural Exhibition was 
also arranged. 

Resolutions thanking the Govern
ment for providing more facilities 
for farmers in the 3rd 5-ycar plan 
were passed. 

* * * 

Farmers Resent Govt. Land 
Acquisition Policy 

A big meeting of farmers was 
convened on March 5, 1961, at 
village Dhatir tehsil Palwal in con
nection with the Farmers' Week 
celebrated under the auspices of 
Gurgaon District Krisbak Samaj. 
The meeting was presided over by 
Ch. Suraj Mal, Minister P. W. D., 
Punjab. 

The farmers expressed their great 
concern over the land acquisition 
policy of the Government. The 
Government acquires the land for 
private factories and colonisation 
compensating the farmers at the 
rate of four annas per yard only 
while the colonisers and even the 
factory owners get Rs. ten per yard 
for the same land under resale. 
Farmers are not strong enough to 
fight and protect their rights. 

The Government was requested 
to take steps for protecting the far
mers rights by way of either banning 
the acquisition of land for other 
than Govt. purposes or compensat
ing the farmer at the rates preva
lent at the time of acquisition. 

The Government was also re
quested for opening a technical 
training institute in Gurgaon district. 

In view of growing cultivation of 
sugarcane in Gurgaon district it was 
demanded that a sugar mill should 
be established in some suitable 
locality and approach roads should 
be provided in rural areas. 
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Campaign for strengthening the 
Farmers' Cooperative Bank 

A second meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Farmers Co-operative Bank Ltd. was held in 
April and various steps for supporting the bank arc 
being taken up. Both the Maharashtra as well as the 
Mysorc State branches of the San~aj have printed 
admission forms and pamphlets m the State lan
guages and arc distributing them. I think Punjab will 
follow suit and so will the other States. It is, however, 
important that the members of the Bharat Krishak 
Samaj should take up the maller with utmost earnest
ness. Every member should do his best to purchase 
as many shares as po siblc, the least being one cost
ing Rs. 102/- only. 

This may for the time bei ng be treated more or 
less as a safe deposit for the cause of the farmers 
because unless we accumulate sufficient share-capital 
in the headquarters we will neither be able to start 
work nor operate on a large enough scale. The res
ponsibility in this respect on the shoulders of the life 
members is greater because it was their decision which 
made us embark on this venture. I hope, therefore. 
that without delay the members of Farmers' Forum 
will help this important and revolutionary cause to 
advance the interest of the farmers of India and send 
in their applications for shares to the Central Office. 
Arrangements are being made to provide you with a 
form of application in this issue which can be re
moved and sent in with ihe necessary remittance. 

Need of District Samaj Offices and 
Ad-hoc Committees of BKS Life Members 

The second point which I wish to stress in this 
letter i8 to draw your attention to the starting of the 
Intensive District Production Programme in one dis
trict in each State. This is a programme intended to 
raise average production of the district by at least 
50% in the next five years. Every kind of activity 
like the co-operative credit, seed multiplication, 
marketing arrangements, provision of fertilizers etc. 
is going to be provided for on an increased scale, 
from which the farmers are expected to benefit. There 
is, therefore, every reason why the Farmers' Forum 
in the district should have a real active office opened 
at the district headquarters, enrol the largest number 
of members of the State as well as the National level 
and sec that periodic meetings of the members arc 
also held in order that the Samaj may be able to 
help the farming community in general with the 
knowledge and information that would be provided 
to them. 

This is, therefore, a special appeal and I hope 
the present Council and Life Members in the districts 
would kindly constitute themselves into an ad-hoc 
committee (where they have not already done so) and 
make a definite programme of work so as to derive 
the highest possible benefit from the programme that 

is being ushered in at an early date. I would be 
personally happy if I am told from time to time· what 
steps arc being tak_en .in response I? t.his request 
of mine. The followmg IS the hst of Dtstncts already 
selected from each State: West Godavri (Andbra 
Pradesh ; Shahabad (Bihar) ; Ludhiana (Punjab) ; 
Aliearh (U.P.); Pali (Rajasthan); Raipur (Madhya 
Pradesh) and Tanjore (Madras). 

World Cooperative Bank of Farmers to be 
established-Tehran Afro-Asian Meet Decision 

I am sure all of you remember that towards the 
end of January this year we held a novel conference 
namely, the first Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction 
Conference. There was very satisfactory response 
since nearly two dozen countries and five interna
tional organizations participated in it. They have 
passed sensible and practical resolutions and the 
conference also resolved that the Afro-Asian Rural 
Reconstruction Organization should be established 
on a permanent basis. With this end in view an 
Executive Commit tee was appointed with myself as 
its Chairman. 

We did not allow any time to be lost in draft
ing a constitution and arranging for its being consi
dered at a meeting of the executive. This was done 
at Tehran on the 8th and 9th of this month at the 
invitation of the Government of Iran and I am 
happy to inform you that out of the members of the 
executive as many as five countries sent their repre
sentatives. They were Japan, India, Turkey, Iran and 
U.A.R. Dr. Nasu, the originator of the idea also 
attended. The meeting was most successful inasmuch 
as a good constitution has been drafted and a few 
other important decisions taken. This consti tution 
would be placed before the second session of the 
conference to be held in Cairo at the invitation of 
the U. A. R. Government in the second halfl of 
March, 1962. The more important other resolut ons 
passed in the meeting were : 

(I) 

(2) 

That a nucleus of a Secretariat should start 
working at New Delhi from the 1st qf May 
and the participating and other countries be 
requested for ad hoc contributions for running 
the office of the organization. 

That the countries in the Afro-Asian conti
nents should take steps to advance the cause 
of the cooperative trade between countries in 
agricultural goods, and 

(3) that, as a step towards the establishment of 
World Co-operative Bank of farmers, a 
beginning should be made by constituting au 
Afro-Asian Agricultural or Farmers' Co
operative Bank so as to serve as a step to
wards the formation of the World Co-opera 
tive Bank. 

All India Farmers' Council Meeting at Srinagar 

As desired by our Govcrnino Body we are 
planning to hold our next meeting o{ the Council of 
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· the Sa.maj in Kashmir. We have already approached 
Bakslu Sahib with this end in view and there is every 
likelihood ~hat the Council meets in Srinagar in the 
first week of October, 1961. I have no doubt this will 
encourage influencial farmers to enrol the requisite 
number of life-members so that they may be taken 
on the Council and would have the opportunity of 
visiting Kashmir and taking part in the deliberations 
of the Council. · 

American Farmers' wail Even Today 

The following observations with respect to 
the American farmers, I am sure, would make inter
esting reading. This is intended merely to convey an 
idea of the position of. the American fqrmers even to
day. They had started organizing themselves over a 
hundred years ago and still they arc at the mercy 
of various circumstances, natural and otherwise : 

" Several non-agricultural groups are making 
agriculture their business, referred to as 'City 
cousins' . These non-agricultural meddlers in farm 
business were denounced by the farm leaders who 
had sought the legislation as Wall Street hay-seeds 
and people intent on "Farming toe farmers" and 
they are temporarily routed. . 

Just as a wisp of hay in his ·mouth was once 
the identifying mark of a farmer, it has become 
more fashionable to joke about a farmer driving 
a Cadilac. The type of work the farmers do now 
a days gives them a colouration more· nearly like 
that of a businessman than a cow boy or other 
form of bumpkin. Still their basic problems re
main unchanged. There are millions of individual 
producers competing for the same market. They 
are still very much at the mercy of weather and 
all of Nature, disease, insects, flood, drought, 
wind, hail and fire. They arc also still at the 
"mercy of the market." In spite of Government 
price supports on a few commodities most far
mers do not know what price they will get for a 
cr~p they plant while it is growing, while it is 
being harvested or even as it rolls into town on a 
truck. The market can be that changeable. And 
after they fail to grow anything, there are no 
price supports, of course." 

. Extracts from tlze book entitled" Wlzo's behind 
our Farm Policy" by Wesley McCune. 

BKS Life Members to form a network of 
Commodity Councils for Agri-business Problems 

The Farmers' Forum had thought of having 
panels for various commodities and activities right 
from the very beginning. We have not gone very far 
in making these panels of any great use but in order 
to give them the status and position of effective or
ganizations under the Farmers' Forum, I think 
we may well consider if it may not be 
worthwhile calling them by the name of National 
Councils. In the beginning we might have a limited 
number of Councils by grouping together commodi-
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tics such, for instance, as cotton and jute. There may 
be another Council for cereals, pulses, and oilseed. 
A third one may be called the National Council for 
Horticulture which should include fruits like 
mangoes, oranges, apples and bananas as well as 
vegetables. The next may be a National Council for 
plantation crops such as tea , coffee, rubber, cocoa
nut, arccanut and spices. There should then be a 
Council for Animal Husbandry and still more impor
tant a Council for Farmers Cooperatives. In time to 
come we may have an Indian Institute of Coopera-

. tion which would be an educational arm of the 
Council of Cooperation. It might in due course of 
time achieve the status of an University. This Insti
tute would undertake the teaching of the art and 
science of cooperation ; it should undertake the 
spreading and servicing of cooperatives and working 
in collaboration with the Farmers' Cooperative Bank, 
it may give it the financial support that the coopera
tives may need. 

We have some times been thinking of having sepa
rate associations for commodity purposes. It may be 
preferable to have these Councils instead because then 
there will be no tendency to \Vork apart from or in
dependently of the Farmers' Forum. Otherwise the 
temptation would be great. All these Councils should 
be organized by the Bharat Krishak Samaj out of its 
life members and other representatives. 

Scope of Work & Status of new Councils 

The Samaj will frame rules governing these insti
tutions which may lay down the rate of subscription, 
the scope of its work and activities as well as the 
functions which it is expected to perform. Depending 
upon how these bodies develop, they could in due 
course be given some semi-independent status with a 
secretariat and office bearers but still inalienably 
linked with the Bharat Krishak Samaj. 

These suggestions are based on some slightly 
similar organizations in U.S.A. For instance, there is a 
National Council of Farmers' Cooperatives in U.S.A. 
This organization known popularly as the Co
operative Council is so big and broad in its commo
dity interests that it is sometimes regarded as one of 
the general farm organizations. It also frequently 
lines up with two of them, the Farm Bureau ·and . 
the Grange on national debates. It has 160 affiliates 
representing approximately 5000 Co-operatives serv
ing a membership of nearly 3 million across the 
nation. The headquarters of the Council are in the 
Grange building in Washington where a business 
like staff represents its members daily in matters of 
transportation, taxes, marketing and other problems, 
much the same as ordinary trade association serves 
its members. It also appears before Congress on 
major legislation and sits in the high councils of the 
department of Agriculture. In the dynamic era ahead, 
the term 'farm problem' will become more and more 
a misnomer ; farm problems will be recognized as 
being also business problems and vice-versa. More 
precisely, farm problems will be agri-business 
problems. 
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American Institute of Cooperation 

This was organized in 1925 to teach art and 
science of Co-operation. 1 t has performed the func
tion by means of annual conferences held for one 
week at different Land Grant Colleges, the program
me jam-packed with speeches and discussions. The 
fact that it moves from place to place and originally 
had no staff Jed some to refer to the Institute as 
"the University without a campus", but it now has 
a· small staff located in Grange building in Washing
ton, D.C. Between the conferences this staff directs the 
regional workshops such as those held around the 
country with extension workers and carries on a live
ly correspondence. It works hand-in-gloves with the 
farmers of cooperative service of the Deptt. of 
Agriculture drawing much of its educational material 
from that source. 

A large part of the Institute's programme is devo
ted to youth education with special attention to Boy
scouts, 4-H Clubs and the future farmers of America 
and the Institute conducts an annual award program
me among the Iauer two organizations with paid 
trips to the conference as prizes. A typical program
me for the annual conference deals with all sorts of 
details of running a cooperative such as management 
improvement. personnel and accounting ; but the 
conference is also a meeting place for policy-makers 
in agriculture. 

There is also a cooperative League of the USA · 
which is a overlapping institution devoted to spread
ing and servicing co-operatives. The prime example 
of this is a nationwide Mutual Insurance Co. of 
Columbus, Ohio. The League's objective is officially 
stated as the growth of cooperation and cooperative 
policy enterprise to point out where the people's own 
business can become an effective balance-wheel of 
a just and truly.free economy." 

The best way to control mon0polics, it is stated, 
is to encourage growth of cooperatives. 

It might also be considered whether there is any 
need of an organization in India to see that the farm 
supplies reach the farmers in adequate quantities and 
at reasonable prices. This again may be assigned to a 
separate council which may deal with the question of 
supplying manures, seeds fertilizers and other chemi
cals, irrigation facilities, electricity, implements etc. 
All that I have said in the above paragraphs amounts 
really to thining aloud. The whole thing would have 
to be considered carefully by the Governing Body 
when we meet next. I have put it down here with a 
view that our readers might revolve these things in 
their minds and consider their utility, their nomen
clature, their functions etc. 

Note : The information given here is based on 
the already mentioned book by Wesley McCune. 

-Panjabrao Deshmukh 

State Market Authorities Meet In October 
Damle's opening remarks at Agricultural Intelligence Board Meeting 

April 22 : The first meeting of 
the National State Agricultural 
Intelligence Board was held in New 
Delhi today. The Board comprises 
State Secretaries of Agriculture, 
the Secretary of the Central 
Department of Food and the 
Economic and Statistical Adviser, 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture. 
The Chairman of the Board is Shri 
K. R. Damle, Secretary, Central 
Department of Agriculture. 

basic data and the timeliness of their 
summarisation and release ; to help 
provide necessary facilities for an 
adequate economic analysis of basic 
data-adequate in the sense of pro
viding assistance to decision making 
at all levels, national, state and 
local; and to promote dissemination 
of economic information at all levels. 

"FUNCTIONAL" STATISTICS 
In his opening remarks, Shri 

Damle emphasised that agricultural 
statistics should be "functional in 
character" and there should be close 
coordination between agricultural 
administration, production and sta
tistics. To ensure accuracy and time
liness of data, a sub-committee of 
the Committee on Crop and Live
stock Estimates had recommended 
that the staff at tehsil and district 
level should be suitably strengthened 
and that provision in land records 
manuals regarding the supervision of 
crop statistics by revenue officers 
strictly enforced. "You will agree" 
he said, "that if we are to utilis~ 
every available acre of cultivable 

land for crop production and also 
bring about a better land-use pattern, 
a plot-to-plot enumeration of land 
utilisation is essential. For this ihc 
primary reporting agency will have 
to be strengthened to the extent 
feasible". 

The Chairman attached impor
tance to the suggestion of the Com
mittee on Crop and Livestock Esti
mates that a monthly crop produc
tion report should be prepared by 
the States. The Board was formed on a de

cision last year of State Secretaries 
of Agriculture when they considered 
a report by Dr. Bushrod W. Allin, 
Chairman of the Outlook and Situ
ation Board, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, entitled "Towards an 
Indian Agricultural Outlook Service" 

Its functions and those of its 
supporting committees (Committee 
on Crop and Livestock Estimates, 
Committee on Marketing Intelli
gence and Committee on Economic 
Analysis of Situation and Outlook) 
are : To promote improvements in 
the coverage and accuracy of needed 
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He stated that adequate provision 
had been made in the Third Five
Year Plan of the States for the im
provement of agricultural statistics. 
"I except that full use will be made 
by all the States of this provision", 
he said. The Board should at ils 
annual meetings assess the progress 
achieved and take suitable steps for 
ensuring uniformity, accuracy and 
timeliness of the data used for pur
poses of policy and planning. 

MARKET INTELLIGENCE 
He said that the recommenda· 

tion of the Foodgrains Enquiry 
(Conti1111ed 011 page 15) 
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Research News 

Retaining ]\ioisture in Citrus Gardens 

Mulching is a good way 

The practice of digging the entire 
orchard in the summer to retain 
moisture, followed by some orchar
dists in the Malnad area of Mysorc, 
is harmful to the trees. 

To help reta in the moisture in 
th.:: so il , it is better to scrape oft' the 
surface weeds around the base of 
the trees and apply vegetable waste 
such as straw, hay, old grass, dry 
leaves, saw-dust and wood-shavings. 

Such a mulch no t only keeps the 
moisture in the so il fo r long periods 
and thus fights the droughts, but 
a lso protects the soil against bea ting 
ra ins and strong winds. I t a lso pre
ve nts heavy clay from cladding. 

Mulch also keeps down weeds 
m;d when it decomposes after some
ti me becomes a manure to the 
trees . 

GINNING COTTON 

Roller Gin Better 

Indian cotton technologists ~ay 
that it is better to use roller gins for 
ginning cotton than saw· gins, in 
spite of the latter having some good 
points. 

The roller gin, with a single or a 
double roller, is a very compact unit 
and is easy to handle. The ginning 
percentage obtained by this is higher 
by one per cent than that obtained 
by the saw gin . This gin consumes 
less power than the saw gin, and 
the spare parts needed are easily 
available. 

As between single and double 
roller gins, the single roller gin is 
simpler in construction, has fewer 
parts, and is easier to operate, and is 
th\IS preferable to the latter. 

The greatest advantage of a single 
roller gin is that it could be conver
ted into single action gin and very 
well used for ginning of extra long 
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staple cottons, especially those of 
the exira fuzzy va ric tics. 

FRUIT-ROT IN CHILLIES 

Remedy in Bordeaux Mixture 

A one per cent Bordeaux mixture 
is an cfl'cctive remedy against chilli 
fruit- rot. 

The disease appears towards the. 
end of September or early October, 
when plants are starting to flower. 

A late-sown chilli crop and plants 
growing under tree-shade escape the 
d isease. 

Fruit- rot afl'ccted get thin fruits, 
and the fruits are plants spotted 
or dis-coloured when they ripen. The 
stems may also die. 

The Bordeaux mixture spray con
trols the disease, without afl'ecting 
the colour of the ripening fruit, pro
vided the spray is given in time. 

Since the disease is carried by 
seed, the next crop should be raised 
only from seed collected from healthy 
plants. 

Powdery mildew, another disease 
of chillies can be controlled with a 
dusting of fine sulphur. The dusting, 
using 15 to 20 pounds of the pow
der per acre, should be done on 
d~wy mornings. 

FLUE-CURED TOBACCO 

Dipping in water Improves Grades 

For every barnload of700 pounds 
of flue-cured Virginia tobacco, an 
additional profit of Rs. 125 to 150 
can be had by growers if they follow 
the simple process of dipping the 
leaf bases in water before curing the 
leaves. 

The base of the tobacco leaves 
should be dipped in water for four 
hours before curing. 

By doing so, the top leaves which 
normally turn out as inferior grades 

get better yellowing and curing, and 
thus add to the better grade leaves, 

Field-scale trials by the Indian 
Tobacco Research Institute, Rajah
mundry, Andhra Pradesh, confirm 
tha t this is a paying practice for 
farmers to follow . 

SUGARCANE RATOONS 

First Year Crop Pays Best 

Experiments conducted for a 
number of years in Uttar Pradesh 
show that ratoon crop of sugarcane 
pays the best only in the first year. 

In the experiments, while the first 
year ratoon gave 20 to 25 per cent 
less yields than that of the plant 
cane, the yields of the second and 
third year ratoons went down by 30 
to 35 per cent of the plant cane 
yield. 

It was also seen that varieties 
Co . S. 245 and Co. S. 321 could give 
better ratoon yields than Co. 421, 
Co. 453 and Co. 356. 

With good care and management, 
the first year ratoons of Co. S. 245 
and Co. S. 321 could give over 900 
to 1,000 maunds of cane per acre. 

FERTILISING POTATO 

Nanjanad Mixture for a good Crop 

Which is better for potato-ap
plying the fertiliser to the soil or 
feeding the plant through the foli · 
age? 

Experiments at the Agricultural 
Research Station at Nanjanad in the 
Nilgiris (Madras State) show that 
the former is better of the two. 

·Foliar spraying' or spraying the 
plant-foods on the foliage, in the ex
periments gave lower potato yields. 

The best form of feeding the 
potato crop in the Nilgiri hills, it 
was seen, was to give the crop IQ 
cartloads of cattle mahure and a 
dose of 1610 pounds of 'Nanjanad' 
fertiliser mixture per acre. 

This much of the Nanjanad mix
ture contains 500 pounds of ground
nut cake, 200 pounds of ammonium 
sulphate, 350 pounds of steamed 
bonemeal, 336 pounds of conccnt-
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rated superphosphate and 224 
pounds of potassium ulphate. 

INCREASING YAM YIELDS 

Use Central Bud for Planting 

The central bud of the elephant
foot yam is the best seed material 
for planting. At the Central Potato 
Research Station. Patna. it wa seen 
that sctt prepared with this bud 
produced tall. vigorou~ and healthy 
plants. The yams obtamcd also \~ere 
large in size, uniform and attractive. 

Farmers generally plant whole 
yams if they arc small , or cut them 
and plant them if they are big. 

When preparing ctts from the 
central bud, give two vertical cuts on 
euher side of the bud. If the sctts 
cut arc too big for planting, cut 
them further so that each piece has 
a bud. 

Select only healthy and sound 
stock for seed. Larger setts give large 
yams of uniform shape. Therefore, 
prefer large pieces. If the yams arc 
less than four ounces in weight they 
can be planted whole. 

STRONG GUR 

Usc of Alkathcnc-Lioe Gunny 
Bags 

The best method of packing gur 
for storage or for transport is to 
pack it in alkathenc-Jincd gunny 
bags. 

This is seen in experiments con
ducted in Bihar with different 
methods of storing gur. 

For storing or transporting large 
gur blocks (chakkis) , pack them 
tightly in alkathene-lined gunnies 
with bitumen bonding. Stitch the 
gunnies firm with a double thread of 
jute. Thts way, the gur will be safe 
from damage, and will not absorb 
moisture from outside. 

For small blocks or lumps 
(bhelis), usc strong gunny bag with 
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double eem and alkathcne-lincd 
with bitumen bonding (28 X 19 
inches). Pack each gunny bag 
with only about 32 seers ~f gw, a~d 
not full. Clo.e the mouth ughtly wtth 
stitches of a double thread of jute. 

In both ca cs, keep the bag open 
during the summer months so that 
the gur may be properly dried. Stitch 
the mouth of the bags before the 
rainy season start s. 

EARLY MOULTERS 

Birds that turn out as Wasters 

During April and May, watch 
out for those poultry birds which 
stop laying even before the laying 
year is over a nd go into moult. 

They will show dried up combs 
and wattles, and start losing feathers. 

These are the wasters. Cull them 
out, a nd sell them, otherwise, they 
will continue to consume the feed 
you give, but will give you no eggs 
in return. 

Early moulters take a long time 
to go through their moult. Detect 
them early. 

When you sec that birds don ' t 
lay for about two weeks, handle 
them one by one to see their 
condition. 

You will see their dried up and 
hard vents with the yellow skin 
around in White Leghorns and 
Rhode Island Red breeds. The eye
lids also will show a ydlow ring. 
Birds will also have yellow beaks 
and shanks. 

It is no u c keeping such birds if 
you want to get eggs cheap. 

PLANTING PEPPER 

Rooted Cutti~gs for best results 

Farmers and householders taking 
up pepper planting on their lands or 
homesteads during July this year are 
advised to use rooted cuttings in
stead of any other planting material. 

Rooted cuttings, being raised in 
sulficiently large number~ by the 
Department of Agriculture 111 Mysorc 
and Kerala States. are taken from 
high-yielding and bisexua l vines, and 
will give a regular and high yield of 
pepper. 

Farmers can ra ise a pure crop of 
pepper in their gardens with Eryth
rina as standard, or grow it as a 
mixed crop, using the mango, jack, 
coconut or arccanut as standard. 

The rooted cu!tings, when ob
tained, should be planted in 1-1 /2 
feet cube pits, spaced I 2 fee t apart, 
if a pure crop is desired. 

Though planting ca n be done 
from July to September in the pepper 
areas, best results arc obtained wi th 
July planting. 

MULTIPLYING BANANAS 

Butts and Bits as Planting 
Materials 

Where it is dillicult to transport 
banana suckers of good varieties over 
long distances for planting, butts and 
bits of banana rhizomes can as well 
be used for planting. 

Trials with butts and bits of 
rhizomes of fruited and unl'rui ted 
plants were undertaken recently a t 
the Banana Research Station a t 
Chinsura in West Benga·J. 

Results showed that the plants 
raised from these materials gave as 
good bunches as with the suckers 
planted. 

Where suckers are diflicult to be 
transported or where a banana 
variety has to be quickly multiplied , 
this planting method can as well be 
taken up. 

Experts say that the method was 
found good for the Beula variety of 
bananas as much as for the long
duration varieties like Martaman, 
Champa and Kantlw/i. 

They, however, point out that 
too small a bit of the rhizome should 
not be used for planting where condi
tions arc not favourable. 

Krishak Samachar 



FAR~fERS' -COO-PER-ATIVE BANK 
OPENED 

'-loi11. 011,e 
I -'~ • ··' 

We are happy. to ·announce the formatioA' of the Farmers' Cooperative 

. Bank of India .Ltd . The Bharat Krishak Samaj appeals to all farmers 

of the country and especially the members of the Samaj and 

the Young Farmers' Association to give their whole

hearted support to it by subscribing to its share 

capitaL Each share is of the , value of Rs. ·1 00 _ 
. :. . 

plus Rs. 2 for admission to membership : 

of the Bank. 

The first Board of ~irect?r's appointed u·nde_~ Bye-law 42 consists of 

.,. : - the _following : 
., . 

H.H. Shri Yadavindra Singh President 
· Maharaja of Patia la. 

Shri C. D. Deshmukh, Director 
· Ex-Governor of Reserve Bank of India and . 

Ex-Finance Minister, Govt. of India. 

Shri K. D. Sharma, Director 
Secretary, 
Bharat Krishak Samaj. 

For particulars please contact Krishak Samaj Office in your 
State or District 

Or,. , • 

The Secretary 
· Farmers' Cooperative B~nk of lndiil.Ltd., 
A-1, Nizamuddin West, Matbura Road, 

· New ·oelhi-13 · ' ·· > ~· ,. ~ - · - · ·' • ' ' 



Phone: 73713, 73966, 73909 Grams: 'FARMFORUM' 

ADMISSION FORM 

FOR THE 

Farmers' Co-operative Bank of India LtdL 

To 

The Secretary, 

A-1, Nizamuddin West, Mathura Road; 

New Delhi-13 

The Farmers' Cooperative Bank of India Ltd., 
New Delhi. 

Dear Sir, 

1/Wc wish to become a member of your Bank. Kindly grant mefus admission 

and allot ....................................... shares of the value of Rs .................................. . 

The value of shares plus Rs. 2/· by way of admission fee for membership is being 

remitted herewith. The necessary particulars about mefus arc as follows : 

Dated: 

l. Name ................................................................... ........ . 

2. Father's name .............................................................. .. 
(Does not apply in case of institution) 

3. Occupation/Functions ...................................................... . 

4. Address ........................................................................ . 
(i) Permanent 
(ii) Present, if any 

5. Name of the nominee .................................................... . 
or nominees and his/her/their 
address and relationship 

6. Number of shares subscribed ........................................... . 

7. Value of shares subscribed .............................................. .. 

Your faithfully, 

' :o 
C' 

" n 
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• ::;> 
1 0 
•3 
! :;,o 
I t> 
• (l 
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A hc~ rty se nd off to Webbs (Mr. & Mrs . john H. Webb) after their long association 
with the Bharat Krishak Samaj. Mr. Webb was TCM Farm Organisation Adviser with 
Bharat Krishak Samaj. who rendered valuable services to the organisation by way of 
consu ltations in the field and the office. He left New Delhi with his wife for U.S.A. 

on May 25, 1961. 

from page 10 

Committee (Asoka Mehta Com
mittee) for the sett ing up of a Price 
Intelligence Organisation had been 
accepted by the Government of 
India and steps to organise the collec
tion of market intelligence had been 
taken by the Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture in cooperation with Dr. Panjabrao 

Deshmukh with 
• H.E. Mr. Ebrahim 

Mahdavi. 

State Governments. 

He referred to certain "impor
tant lines of action" recommended 
by the Committee on Improvement 
of Market Intelligence and said that 
the Ministry of Food and Agricul
ture would convene a seminar of 
Market Intelligence authorities of 
the State Governments in October, 
1961. This seminar would discuss 
the utilisation of market intelligence 
in policy-making. 

The Chairman felt that it was 
desirable to collect information on 
"the month-wise marketings'' of 
important crops by farmers and the 
prices fetched by them. These statis
tics would indicate changes in the 
cash incomes of farmers and would 
connect the analysis of economic 
activity in agriculture with the rest 
of the economy. Close analysis of 
factors behind the shifts in acreage 
was also necessary. The influence 

May, 1961 

Ex. Minister of 
Agriculture, Iran. 

H.E. Mr. Madhvi 
was mainly 

responsible for 
getting Invitation 

from the Iran 
Govt. for holding 

the Afro-Asian 
Rural Reconstruc

tion Executive 
Committee 
Meeting at 

Tehran early this 
month 

of relative prices of competing crops 
on farmers' decisions regarding the 
choice of crops needed to be specially 
studied. For the purpose of such 
studies, he felt that it would be 
necessary to set up agricultural in
tell igcnce units in States. 

"' 
DRY GINGER 

The All-India Final Estimate of 
Dry Ginger, 1960-61 puts the current 
year's area and production at 43,600 
acres and 16,400 tons respectively, 
according to the Directorate of Eco-

' nomics and Statistics, Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture. As compared 
~with tl:e Partially Revised Estimates 

1 of 41,000 acres and 15,200 tons for 
1959-60, the Estimates for 1960-61 
show an increase of 2,600 acres or 
6.3~~ in area and I ,200 tons or 7.9% 

. in production. 
The increase in area under ginger 

is accounted for mainly by Kerala, 
und West Bengal and is attributed 
to favourable weather conditions at 
the sowing time. 
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FOUR FIRST PRIZES FOR 
PATILS 

We arc very happy to learn 
that Shri V. V. Pat il , a member 
of the Governing Uody of the 
Bhara t Kri:.hak Samaj and his 
father, Shri V. H. Patil , mem
ber of the All lndia Farmers 
Council of the Samaj from 
Savda. Ea. t Khandesh have 
been :i\va rdcd four First Prizes 
for di ffe rent varict ics of grapes, 
1·i: . Bhokri. Bang:~ l orc Blue 
:md Bl ack Prince ex hibited by 
them at the Second All India 
Grape Show which was held in 
Murch 196 1 at Poona under 
the au. pice· of the Indian 
Council of Agricultu ra l Re
~ca rch. They were al·o award
ed two prizes for their grapes 
in the Fir, t All India Grape 
Show held at H) derabad in 
1956. We sincerely felicita te 
the Patils on their winning the 
coveted award . The Pat ils have 
vincvards ncar Savda. Inciden
tally. the Patil have been the 
fir. 1 grape growers in Ea t 
Khande h. We hope the Patils 
will share the secret of their 
succe s in grape cultivation 
with other grape growers. 

TWELVE INDIAN FARMERS 
TO VISIT USA 

A group oftweln: Indian Farmers 
will leave very shortly for U. S. A. 
On a study tour for nearly 3 months. 
On their return journey, the group 
mav visit Canada. U.K .. Holland, 
Dci1mark, Germany and U.S.S.R. 
etc. 

During this tour the group will 
vi it different Agricultural , Coopera
tive and Marketing organisations, 
factories and fields and try to ac
quaint them elves with the modern 
Agricultural practices and marketing 
syst.:ms followed by farmers in 
countries abroad. 

During their stay in U.S.A. , the 
Indian farmers will mostly be the 
guests of their counterparts then:. 

In this programme of Interna
tional Exchange of Farmers spon
sored jointly by Bharat Krishak 
Samaj and the Farmers and Wrold 

Affai r· Inc. of U.S.A., the following 
Indian farmer · wi ll participate : 

I Shri Chandrika Ram, Bihar, 
2 Shri Bi han Man ingh. U.P. , 3 
Sm t. R. Raja lakshmi , Madras, 4 
Shri R:1yango ud Patil. Mysorc. 5 
Slu i Jagjit Singh Mann . Punjab,. 6 
Kri hi Pandit Vyankat Bhaga Patll , 
Maharasht ra, 7 Shri B. S. Patil , 
Mahara ·ht ra. 8 Shri J. N. Bhardwaj , 
Delhi , 9 Shri R. B. De hpandc, 
Delh i, 10 Smt. K. D. Sharma Delh i, 
II Shri V. G. Sukumaran, Kcrala, 
12 Shri M.S. Anvikar, Maharashtra. 

COOPERATIVE TRADE OF 
AGRICULTURAL GOODS 

Countr ies in the Afro-Asia n con
tinem will consider the chance of 
having expanded cooperat ive trade 
of th ir Agricultural goods in the 
nca r fu tu re: . 

This dcci>ion wa · taken in a high 
level meeting held recently in 
Tehran (I ran) which was attended 
by representatives of India, l ran, 
Japan, Turkey and U.A.R. 

The meet ing was presided over 
by .India's Agriculture Minister, Dr. 

, Panjabrao Deshmukh and attended 
by Minister and Deputy Mini te r of 
Agriculture, Jran, high offic ials of 
the Agriculture Deptt . of Iran Govt. 
and Dr. S. Nasu, apart from other 
delegates. 

Regd. No. D-1092 

Shri K.D . Sharm o, Secretary of the 
Bharat Kr isho!< Somoj and Secretary 
Generol bf the proposed Afro-Asian 
Rural Reconstruction Org:misation is 
having a di scussion with Shri M.R.A. 
Oaig , lndiot 's Amb:1ssador in Iran, 

during the latter's visi t to that 
country early th is month 

JOIN 

The National Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation 

• It is Federal organisation with State Cooperative Marketing 
Societies as its principal members and shareholders. 

• The Feder·at ion seeks to help the growth of Indian and foreign 
trade on cooperative lines. 

• The Federation offers assistance and advice to cooperatives in 
organ isational and business matters. 

For your trade inquiries and any other information 
or advice please contact 

Secretary 

National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation Ltd. 
248-A, Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi, (Tele. 40712) 

Edited and published by Baldev Dutt for the Bharat Krlsh;k "S;ma· - -- --- ·--- ----
A-1, Nizamuddin West, New Delhl-13; printed at the Newprint, 294, falz Roa~, New Delhi. 
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